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What’s Going On?

Navigating U.S.-China Relations
Amidst Strong Perceptions and

Pressures

U.S. President Joe Biden delivers the annual State of the Union address before a
joint session of Congress in the House chamber at the Capitol building on
March 7, 2024 in Washington, DC. (Photo by Shawn Thew-Pool/Getty Images)

- Taiwan’s vice president-elect, Hsiao Bi-khim, is reported
to be in Washington this week for a low-profile private
visit, according to sources cited by The Wall Street Journal.
- U.S. Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo states that the
U.S. may further increase controls on China’s access to
sophisticated semiconductor technologies to prevent
Beijing’s military advancement. The Biden administration
is currently considering imposing new restrictions on
Chinese tech firms such as ChangXin Memory
Technologies Inc.
- On March 8, President Biden briefly criticized China’s
“unfair economic practices” in his State of the Union
address, potentially displaying a tougher stance than
Trump. This follows accusations by China’s Foreign
Minister Wang Yi over U.S. containment efforts that
Washington has “wrong perceptions” about Beijing.
- China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi, speaking at a news
conference in Beijing on March 7, criticized the U.S. for
maintaining incorrect perceptions of China and failing to
fulfill promises made since the meeting between

Renewed U.S.-China Cybersecurity
Concerns in the Air

(Source: Getty Images, Royalty-Free)

- A report released on March 11 from the Office of the
Director of National Intelligence states that the Chinese
government is utilizing TikTok to advance its global
influence operations, aiming to promote pro-China
narratives and undermine U.S. democracy.
- On March 8, President Joe Biden announced that he
would sign legislation requiring China's ByteDance to
divest the popular TikTok app within six months, despite
objections raised by his predecessor Donald Trump.
- American semiconductor company Advanced Micro
Devices (AMD) has failed to secure approval from U.S.
regulators for a made-for-China AI chip. This chip,
designed by AMD to have reduced performance to
comply with U.S. export restrictions, was deemed too
advanced by the Commerce Department.
- The Biden administration announced an investigation
into Chinese-made "smart cars" over potential national
security risks, citing concerns about China's ability to
gather sensitive information on American drivers. Also,
the Commerce Department will issue a proposed
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Presidents Joe Biden and Xi Jinping last November. Wang
emphasized the necessity for mutual respect and
recognition of differences for continued bilateral
exchanges.
- Daniel Kritenbrink, the U.S. Assistant Secretary of State
for East Asian & Pacific Affairs, criticized China’s
intimidation tactics in the South China Sea during a press
conference in Bangkok, Thailand on March 7.
- Chinese migrants have increasingly adopted the
“Zouxian” or “take the risk” trend of entering the U.S. via
the southern border, reportedly driven by economic
challenges; a fact that U.S. policymakers have continued
to take notice of.

Associated News Sources:
“Taiwan’s vice president-elect is on a low-profile visit to
Washington, WSJ reports,” The Print, March 12
“US Will ‘Do Whatever It Takes’ to Curb China Tech,
Raimondo Says,” Bloomberg, March 11 [Paywall]
“Biden Targets China During State of Union Speech,”
Voice of America, March 8
“US has a wrong perception of China, says foreign
minister,” Reuters, March 7
“US diplomat criticizes China for using coercion and
intimidation as it presses maritime claims,” AP, March 7
“More people from China seeking asylum at US border,”
Deutsche Welle, February 29

rulemaking to investigate national security risks posed by
connected vehicles from China and other hostile countries,
seeking input from the auto industry and the public.
- President Joe Biden is expected to issue an executive
order aimed at restricting the transfer of sensitive U.S.
personal data overseas amid concerns of potential misuse.
The order will task the Justice Department with creating
rules to safeguard Americans' genetic, biometric, and
geolocation data from access and exploitation by countries
of concern, which could include China, Russia, North
Korea, and Iran.

Associated News Sources:
“The Chinese government is using TikTok to meddle in
elections, ODNI says,” Politico, March 11
“Biden says he would sign TikTok crackdown, Trump
raises concerns,” Reuters, March 8
“AMD reportedly hits U.S. regulatory roadblock for
China-tailored chip,” CNBC, March 5
“Biden orders US investigation of national security risks
posed by Chinese-made 'smart cars',” ABC News, February
29
“US To Limit Sale Of Personal Data To Foreign
Adversaries,” Barron's, February 28

Talk of Secrets and Suspicions of
Espionage

Two new $10 million apiece container cranes, manufactured in China by
ZPMC, at the Blount Island Marine Terminal in Jacksonville, Florida in

January 2012. (Source: JAXPORT, CC2.0 via Flickr)

- Following a security probe by the U.S. Congress,
Shanghai Zhenhua Heavy Industries said their “cranes
will not pose a network security risk to any port” as they
are “designed, manufactured, transported, installed,
debugged, accepted and delivered in strict accordance
with international standards.”
- In late February, the Biden administration announced it
would invest to replace foreign-built cranes with
U.S.-manufactured ones as part of a set of maritime

Government Barriers to Trade Multiply
and Intensify

Wheat being harvested in the U.S. in October 2022.
(Source: Getty Images, Royalty-Free)

- China canceled another batch of U.S. wheat export
shipments totaling 264,000 metric tons on March 11,
marking the third consecutive session of cancellations and
bringing the total to 504,000 tons; the highest on record
since the USDA began tracking such data in 1999.
- U.S. lawmakers are seeking to reduce reliance on Chinese
biotech companies, potentially impacting popular weight
loss and diabetes drugs like Eli Lilly & Co.’s Zepbound
and Mounjaro, whose active ingredients are supplied by

https://theprint.in/world/taiwans-vice-president-elect-is-on-a-low-profile-visit-to-washington-wsj-reports/1997628/
https://theprint.in/world/taiwans-vice-president-elect-is-on-a-low-profile-visit-to-washington-wsj-reports/1997628/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-03-11/us-may-further-curb-china-s-access-to-chip-tech-raimondo-says
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-03-11/us-may-further-curb-china-s-access-to-chip-tech-raimondo-says
https://www.voanews.com/a/biden-targets-china-during-state-of-union-speech/7519040.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/us-has-wrong-perception-china-says-foreign-minister-2024-03-07/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/us-has-wrong-perception-china-says-foreign-minister-2024-03-07/
https://apnews.com/article/us-asia-south-china-sea-diplomacy-kritenbrink-8ad7942d916d7df5ee998d535f6c0f47
https://apnews.com/article/us-asia-south-china-sea-diplomacy-kritenbrink-8ad7942d916d7df5ee998d535f6c0f47
https://www.dw.com/en/more-people-from-china-seeking-asylum-at-us-border/a-68397559
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/03/11/china-is-using-tiktok-for-influence-campaigns-odni-says-00146336
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/03/11/china-is-using-tiktok-for-influence-campaigns-odni-says-00146336
https://www.reuters.com/technology/trump-raises-concerns-about-us-ban-tiktok-2024-03-08/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/trump-raises-concerns-about-us-ban-tiktok-2024-03-08/
https://www.cnbc.com/2024/03/05/amd-reportedly-hits-us-regulatory-roadblock-for-chain-tailored-chip.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2024/03/05/amd-reportedly-hits-us-regulatory-roadblock-for-chain-tailored-chip.html
https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/biden-administration-investigate-national-security-risks-posed-chinese-107667000
https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/biden-administration-investigate-national-security-risks-posed-chinese-107667000
https://www.barrons.com/news/us-to-limit-sale-of-personal-data-to-foreign-adversaries-dd4a8549
https://www.barrons.com/news/us-to-limit-sale-of-personal-data-to-foreign-adversaries-dd4a8549
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cybersecurity measures. A congressional investigation of
Chinese-built cargo cranes throughout the U.S. resulted in
reports of more than a dozen communications modems
being found, sparking security concerns in Washington.
- A former Google software engineer and Chinese
national has been charged by the U.S. Department of
Justice on four counts of federal trade secret theft related
to AI.
- In an ongoing trial against Hunter Biden, son of
President Joe Biden, investigating his foreign business
operations, confirmed Chinese business partners have not
yet appeared on the witness list for testimony.

Associated News Sources:
“A major Chinese crane maker says it's no security risk to
U.S. ports,” Quartz, March 11
“Espionage Probe Finds Communications Device on
Chinese Cranes at U.S. Ports,” The Wall Street Journal,
March 7 [Paywall]
“Ex-Google engineer charged with stealing AI trade
secrets while working with Chinese companies,” AP,
March 6
“Hunter Biden’s Chinese Business Partners Keep Quiet in
Impeachment Effort,” The Wall Street Journal, February 28
[Paywall]

WuXi AppTec Co.
- On March 4, shares of WuXi AppTec and WuXi Biologics
surged by 7.3% and 11%, respectively, receding concerns
of potential U.S. sanctions after U.S. President Biden
issued an executive order restricting activities of genomics
companies in the U.S.
- On March 3 in Washington, D.C., U.S. congressional
leaders revealed a provision within funding legislation
aimed at preventing China from purchasing oil from the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR).
- Boeing announced a $51 million settlement with the U.S.
State Department for multiple export violations, including
unauthorized downloads of technical data by Chinese
employees in China related to the U.S. Defense
Department programs.

Associated News Sources:
“China Cancels Another Shipment of US Wheat,”
Transport Topics, March 11
“Weight Loss Drugs Threatened by US Effort to Contain
China,” Bloomberg, March 6 [Paywall]
“Wuxi Companies’ Shares Rise on Receding Worries
About Potential U.S. Sanctions,” The Wall Street Journal,
March 4 [Paywall]
“US funding bill blocks China from buying oil from
Strategic Petroleum Reserve,” Reuters, March 3
“Boeing agrees to $51 mln settlement for US export
violations, including in China,” Reuters, February 29

Caution and Competition Prevailing in
Scientific Relations

Scientist holding petri dish at a laboratory.
(Source: Unsplash)

- China accused the U.S. of protectionist trade measures
as the U.S. Commerce Department announced an
investigation into potential cybersecurity risks posed by
Chinese electric vehicles and connected cars.
- For the first time, inventors in China have filed more
international patents than those in the U.S., marking a
significant shift in global science and technology
leadership. In 2022, Chinese inventors filed roughly
68,600 patents through the Patent Cooperation Treaty,

- In Other News -

Shipping containers managed by dock machineries.
(Source: Unsplash)

“Apple to expand applied research labs in Shanghai and
Shenzhen as iPhone sales weaken in world’s largest
smartphone market,” South China Morning Post, March 12
[Paywall]
“Exclusive: Former US official's work for Chinese client
stirs concern over disclosure loopholes,” Reuters, March 11
“US steel unions urge Joe Biden to open probe into
Chinese shipbuilding,” Financial Times, March 11 [Paywall]

https://qz.com/china-cargo-crane-maker-us-ports-security-1851324269
https://qz.com/china-cargo-crane-maker-us-ports-security-1851324269
https://www.wsj.com/politics/national-security/espionage-probe-finds-communications-device-on-chinese-cargo-cranes-867d32c0
https://www.wsj.com/politics/national-security/espionage-probe-finds-communications-device-on-chinese-cargo-cranes-867d32c0
https://apnews.com/article/china-google-justice-department-63156ade1e564d15d92adbef91e9c5da
https://apnews.com/article/china-google-justice-department-63156ade1e564d15d92adbef91e9c5da
https://www.wsj.com/politics/hunter-bidens-chinese-business-partners-keep-quiet-in-impeachment-effort-5062ca44
https://www.wsj.com/politics/hunter-bidens-chinese-business-partners-keep-quiet-in-impeachment-effort-5062ca44
https://www.ttnews.com/articles/china-cancels-us-wheat
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-03-06/weight-loss-drugs-threatened-by-us-effort-to-contain-china
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-03-06/weight-loss-drugs-threatened-by-us-effort-to-contain-china
https://www.wsj.com/business/wuxi-companies-shares-rise-on-receding-worries-about-potential-u-s-sanctions-4b6f1129
https://www.wsj.com/business/wuxi-companies-shares-rise-on-receding-worries-about-potential-u-s-sanctions-4b6f1129
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/us-funding-bill-blocks-china-buying-oil-strategic-petroleum-reserve-2024-03-03/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/us-funding-bill-blocks-china-buying-oil-strategic-petroleum-reserve-2024-03-03/
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/boeing-pay-51-million-settlement-us-export-violations-2024-02-29/
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/boeing-pay-51-million-settlement-us-export-violations-2024-02-29/
https://www.scmp.com/tech/big-tech/article/3255102/apple-expand-applied-research-labs-shanghai-and-shenzhen-iphone-sales-weaken-worlds-largest?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/tech/big-tech/article/3255102/apple-expand-applied-research-labs-shanghai-and-shenzhen-iphone-sales-weaken-worlds-largest?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/tech/big-tech/article/3255102/apple-expand-applied-research-labs-shanghai-and-shenzhen-iphone-sales-weaken-worlds-largest?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/former-us-officials-work-chinese-client-stirs-concern-over-disclosure-loopholes-2024-03-11/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/former-us-officials-work-chinese-client-stirs-concern-over-disclosure-loopholes-2024-03-11/
https://www.ft.com/content/62f902ed-9bb5-4167-84f0-4f1257889a97
https://www.ft.com/content/62f902ed-9bb5-4167-84f0-4f1257889a97
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surpassing the approximately 58,200 applications from
U.S.-based inventors.
- The Science and Technology Cooperation Agreement
(STA) between the U.S. and China, established in 1979
and renewed every five years, expired on February 27.
- General Stephen Whiting, head of the U.S. Space
Command, warned during a Senate Armed Services
Committee hearing that China is rapidly advancing its
military capabilities in space to counter American
satellites and bolster its ability to monitor and target
forces on Earth.

Associated News Sources:
“China Calls Out US for ‘Classic Protectionism’ in Tension
Over EVs,” Bloomberg, March 4 [Paywall]
“Patent applications from Chinese inventors pass U.S. for
first time,” Axios, March 1
“US-China science and technology cooperation agreement
expires,” Chemistry World,March 1
“US Sees China’s Space Threat Growing at ‘Breathtaking
Pace’,” Bloomberg, February 29 [Paywall]

“US lawmakers urge Blinken to ban travel to China’s
Xinjiang,” Radio Free Asia, March 7
“US solar wafer build stutters as Chinese surplus bites,”
Reuters, March 7
“Imports Under Closely Watched U.S. Trade ‘Loophole’
Surge,” The Wall Street Journal, March 1 [Paywall]
“US says falling trade with China could be positive,” BBC,
February 29
“In ‘finance war’ with US, former official says China risks
staring down the barrel of a capital conundrum,” South
China Morning Post, February 28 [Paywall]

What Are We Reading?
● Australian Strategic Policy Institute: “Simmer war: the new form of US–China rivalry” by Chris Lee March 12, 2024)
● The Washington Post: “Trump’s TikTok reversal suggests his China policy is for sale” by Josh Rogin (March 11,

2024) [Paywall]
● CNN: “China is worried about the return of Trump, but it also sees opportunities if he wins” by Simone McCarthy

(March 10, 2024)
● Brookings: “How does national confidence inform US-China relations?” by Ryan Hass (March 7, 2024)
● The New York Times: “From China to New York, by Way of the Southern Border” by Winnie Hu and Jeffrey E.

Singer (March 6, 2024) [Paywall]
● Financial Times: “America, take heed — China is winning the diplomacy race” by Ryan Neelam (March 5, 2024)

[Paywall]
● MIT Technology Review: “Chinese EVs have entered center stage in US-China tensions” by Zeyi Yang (March 6,

2024)
● China File: “Studying in China May Have Gotten Harder for Americans, But We Shouldn’t Stop Trying” by Amy E.

Gadsden (March 5, 2024)
● The Strategist: “From the bookshelf: Assignment China: an oral history of American journalists in the People’s

Republic” by Robert Wihtol (March 5, 2024)
● Bloomberg: “How Shein’s US IPO Became Endangered by China Rift” by Yiqin Shen, Dong Cao, and Pei Li

(March 5, 2024) [Paywall]
● Center for Strategic & International Studies: “Hypersonic Hegemony: Niobium and the Western Hemisphere’s

Role in the U.S.-China Power Struggle” by Guido L. Torres, Laura Delgado López, Ryan C. Berg, and Henry
Ziemer (March 4, 2024)

● The Wire China: “A Vital Year Ahead for U.S.-China Climate Engagement” by Herbert Crowther and Chengkai Xie
(March 3, 2024) [Paywall]

● The Wall Street Journal: “U.S. Defeat in Micron Trade-Secrets Case Reveals Struggle Countering Beijing” by
Aruna Viswanatha and Heather Somerville (March 3, 2024) [Paywall]

● Bloomberg: “The South China Sea Is the Next Test of US Resolve” by Andreas Kluth (March 3, 2024) [Paywall]

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-03-04/china-blasts-us-for-classic-protectionism-in-tension-over-evs
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-03-04/china-blasts-us-for-classic-protectionism-in-tension-over-evs
https://www.axios.com/2024/03/01/china-us-patents-science-tech
https://www.axios.com/2024/03/01/china-us-patents-science-tech
https://www.chemistryworld.com/news/us-china-science-and-technology-cooperation-agreement-expires/4019078.article
https://www.chemistryworld.com/news/us-china-science-and-technology-cooperation-agreement-expires/4019078.article
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-02-29/us-sees-china-s-threat-from-space-growing-at-breathtaking-pace
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-02-29/us-sees-china-s-threat-from-space-growing-at-breathtaking-pace
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/xinjiang-travel-03072024104430.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/xinjiang-travel-03072024104430.html
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/us-solar-wafer-build-stutters-chinese-surplus-bites-2024-03-07/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/imports-under-closely-watched-u-s-trade-loophole-surge-25de0ae6
https://www.wsj.com/articles/imports-under-closely-watched-u-s-trade-loophole-surge-25de0ae6
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-68441427
https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3253532/finance-war-us-former-official-says-china-risks-staring-down-barrel-capital-conundrum
https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3253532/finance-war-us-former-official-says-china-risks-staring-down-barrel-capital-conundrum
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/simmer-war-the-new-form-of-us-china-rivalry/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/03/11/trump-tiktok-donor-china-foreign-policy/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/03/10/china/china-two-sessions-trump-election-analysis-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/how-does-national-confidence-inform-us-china-relations/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/06/nyregion/chinese-immigrants-new-york-city.html
https://www.ft.com/content/2a63a19b-1fed-4c1a-9f75-e09f5708a8c6
https://www.technologyreview.com/2024/03/06/1089487/chinese-evs-security-threat-politics/
https://www.chinafile.com/reporting-opinion/viewpoint/studying-china-may-have-gotten-harder-americans-we-shouldnt-stop-trying
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/from-the-bookshelf-assignment-china-an-oral-history-of-american-journalists-in-the-peoples-republic/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/from-the-bookshelf-assignment-china-an-oral-history-of-american-journalists-in-the-peoples-republic/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-03-05/how-shein-s-us-ipo-plans-got-caught-in-us-china-dispute
https://www.csis.org/analysis/hypersonic-hegemony-niobium-and-western-hemispheres-role-us-china-power-struggle
https://www.csis.org/analysis/hypersonic-hegemony-niobium-and-western-hemispheres-role-us-china-power-struggle
https://www.thewirechina.com/2024/03/03/a-vital-year-ahead-for-u-s-china-climate-engagement/
https://www.wsj.com/tech/micron-chipmaker-ip-theft-trial-verdict-6f839f15
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2024-03-03/the-south-china-sea-is-america-s-next-crucible
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● Foreign Policy: “China Wants to Weaken, Not Replace, the U.S. in the Middle East” by Yun Sun (February 29,

2024) [Paywall]
● The Washington Post: “Three island nations show how America is failing to stand up to China” by Josh Rogin

(February 29, 2024) [Paywall]
● The Wall Street Journal: “Silicon Valley’s Next Mission: Help the U.S. Catch China and Russia in Hypersonic

Weapons” by Heather Somerville (February 28, 2024) [Paywall]
● Axios: “One year on, the House China committee is leading the debate on China policy” by Bethany

Allen-Ebrahimian and Juliegrace Brufke (February 28, 2024)

What’s Happening Around Town?

- Past Events -

● Nardone Family Seminar: Winning in China: 8
Stories of Success and Failure in the World's
Largest Economy
March 13 hosted by Northeastern University

● Can the United States and Europe Coordinate
Counter-Coercion With Taiwan?
March 13 hosted by Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace

● China’s Gambit: The Calculus of Coercion
March 1 hosted by Cato Institute

● Hong Kong's New Security Law: Assessing Article
23
February 28 hosted by Center for Strategic &
International Studies

- Upcoming Events -

● Ambassador Burns on the State of US-China
Relations
March 14 hosted by East-West Center

● Completing the US Strategic Rebalance
March 20 hosted by Wilson Center

● Book Launch: The Return of Great Power Rivalry
March 21 hosted by Georgetown University

● CHINA Town Hall
April 9 hosted by The National Committee on
United States-China Relations

● Made in China: When US-China Interests
Converged to Transform Global Trade
May 6 hosted by Wilson Center

What ICAS Is Up To
---Issue Brief---

Building Blocs in Space Diplomacy:
China’s Methodology in Collecting Partnerships for Outer

Space and the Evolving U.S. Response
By Jessica Martin
March 4, 2024

Key Takeaways:
● China is in the middle of building a resilient network of largely bilateral partnerships in space operations at a point

where the United States’ capabilities and attention to cross-border relationships in the space realm appear to be
lagging. Their nature is not only topically but regionally widespread as China continues to garner collaborations
with nations from almost every continent and across varying levels of national economic strength.

● Over the last few years, the focus of the China National Space Administration (CNSA) has turned towards the
International Lunar Research Station (ILRS), which it began publicly formalizing with its Russian counterpart
Roscosmos in March 2021. Between the existence of this program and several other cases, it is thoroughly
supportable that China has long had their attention on being in and then retaining a position of relevance in outer
space and is interested in, primarily though its CNSA, establishing a wide-spread, variously-capable collective of
established partners from around the world on outer space issues.

https://foreignpolicy.com/2024/02/29/china-middle-east-united-states-regional-hegemon-war/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/02/29/congress-funding-marshall-islands-micronesia-palau-china-power/
https://www.wsj.com/politics/national-security/silicon-valleys-next-mission-help-the-u-s-catch-china-and-russia-in-hypersonic-weapons-072c8eba
https://www.wsj.com/politics/national-security/silicon-valleys-next-mission-help-the-u-s-catch-china-and-russia-in-hypersonic-weapons-072c8eba
https://www.axios.com/2024/02/28/house-china-committee-interview
https://damore-mckim.northeastern.edu/events/winning-in-china-8-stories-of-success-and-failure-in-the-worlds-largest-economy/
https://damore-mckim.northeastern.edu/events/winning-in-china-8-stories-of-success-and-failure-in-the-worlds-largest-economy/
https://damore-mckim.northeastern.edu/events/winning-in-china-8-stories-of-success-and-failure-in-the-worlds-largest-economy/
https://carnegieendowment.org/2024/03/13/can-united-states-and-europe-coordinate-counter-coercion-with-taiwan-event-8256
https://carnegieendowment.org/2024/03/13/can-united-states-and-europe-coordinate-counter-coercion-with-taiwan-event-8256
https://www.cato.org/events/chinas-gambit-calculus-coercion
https://www.csis.org/events/hong-kongs-new-security-law-assessing-article-23
https://www.csis.org/events/hong-kongs-new-security-law-assessing-article-23
https://www.eastwestcenter.org/events/ambassador-burns-state-us-china-relations-0
https://www.eastwestcenter.org/events/ambassador-burns-state-us-china-relations-0
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/completing-us-strategic-rebalance
https://www.georgetown.edu/event/book-launch-the-return-of-great-power-rivalry/
https://www.ncuscr.org/program/cth/
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/made-china-when-us-china-interests-converged-transform-global-trade
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/made-china-when-us-china-interests-converged-transform-global-trade
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● Traditionally, the U.S. has relied on multinational treaties to maintain order, but the power of such non-binding

agreements appears to be waning in the modern age. In addition to assigning a clear, collective spearhead for
U.S. collaborations on space, the U.S. needs to instill confidence in the modernity and attention being given to its
space operations, or risk losing traction and influence among the rising number of interested stakeholders and
capable parties.

● Despite the historically high levels of tension and lack of a renewed science and technology cooperation
agreement, it is a mistake to discount collaboration as an option for the U.S. and China on space issues. Be it
through addressing space junk, renewed threats of nuclear missiles, or the lack of communal regulations on
space, the U.S. must do more to publicly keep itself not only relevant but a leader, less it fall short as China
expands its diplomatic inroads on space.

● Even more than the historically high levels of mutual distrust, the 2011 U.S. Wolf Amendment is the single most
important barrier to U.S.-China cooperation in space. First and foremost, if there is any desire at all for rapport to
be reestablished between these two nations on this front, this law needs to be reevaluated and addressed.

Read the Issue Brief

---MAP Commentary---
Spy cranes or not, the U.S. will come after China’s shipping industry

By Yilun Zhang
March 12, 2024

The clash between the world’s two largest economies in the shipping industry is inevitable and the ‘spy cranes’ probe is
just the prologue of this new episode of the U.S.-China strategic competition. U.S. reliance on China for global shipping is
the fundamental cause for Washington to come after Beijing over shipping-related issues. Recently reported Biden
administration’s concern over America’s “overreliance” on Chinese cranes is merely just the tip of the iceberg…

Read the Commentary

---Commentary---
Key transformations needed to galvanize China's economic resurgence

By Sourabh Gupta
March 6, 2024

On the back of a strong 5.7 percent growth rate in 2021, US President Joe Biden boasted that for the first time in 20
years, the US economy had grown faster than China’s. The boast was misleading. China’s economy grew one-and-a-half
times faster, registering 8.4 percent growth in 2021. Undeterred, Biden bragged in a Twitter post in December 2022 that
the US would “grow faster than China’s economy” in 2022. Despite registering one of its weakest growth rates since the
inception of reform and opening-up, China’s growth rate of 3 percent in 2022 was again one-and-a-half times faster than
that of the US, which saw growth of 1.9 percent that year…

Read the Commentary

This commentary was originally released by China Daily on March 4, 2024.

---Commentary---
Renewal of US-China STA requires reasonable minds to prevail

By Denis Simon
March 4, 2024

Many scientists and researchers in the US and China are continuing to sit on the edge of their seats as they await the final
decision on the possible renewal of the US-China Science and Technology Cooperation Agreement (STA). The
agreement, which expired in August 2023, was extended by Beijing and Washington to allow for six months of
negotiations to develop a new, more relevant agreement. The STA is important as it serves as an umbrella for all activities
in the science and technology (S&T) realm. It also holds symbolic value insofar as its existence implies that S&T
cooperation has the blessing of both Beijing and Washington.

Since the original agreement was signed in 1979 and many cooperative activities have occurred under the so-called
umbrella, a series of new, pressing issues have moved to center stage in terms of constraining or limiting productive

https://chinaus-icas.org/research/building-blocs-in-space-diplomacy-chinas-methodology-in-collecting-partnerships-for-outer-space-and-the-evolving-u-s-response/
https://chinaus-icas.org/research/spy-cranes-or-not-the-u-s-will-come-after-chinas-shipping-industry/
https://chinaus-icas.org/research/key-transformations-needed-to-galvanize-chinas-economic-resurgence/
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202403/04/WS65e521e1a31082fc043ba576.html
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engagement in science and technology…Unlike the broad agenda in the past, the US would like to concentrate on a much
narrower group of subjects such as climate change and global health, while the Chinese side would prefer to see a more
open-ended set of topics…

Read the Commentary

This commentary was originally published by Global Times on March 4, 2024.

---Blog Post---
Event Summary: Secretary Raimondo: An Update on CHIPS Act Implementation, CSIS

By Ao Gu
March 1, 2024

On February 26, Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) Renewing American Innovation Project hosted an
event inviting U.S. Secretary of Commerce Gina M. Raimondo to discuss “Investing in Leading-Edge Technology: An
Update on CHIPS Act Implementation.” CSIS Senior Fellow Sunjai Shivakumar moderated the event with two sections.
Initially, Secretary Raimondo gave a presentation about the status quo of the current CHIPS Act with associated
opportunities and challenges. Following this, CSIS Senior Adviser Dr. Charles Wessner held a fireside conversation with
Secretary Raimondo regarding several issues related to the CHIPS Act…

Read the Summary

---ICAS In the News---

On Saturday, March 9, 2024, Senior Fellow Sourabh Gupta was quoted by China Daily on China's growth target for 2024
in the context of the Two Sessions meeting

- "The economy will need to work hard to get to the 5 percent figure, considering the many headwinds that it is facing…[but t]he
government has the fiscal ammunition in store to attain its growth target.”

On Friday, March 8, 2024, Senior Fellow Sourabh Gupta reviewed the outcomes of the Two Sessions meeting on CGTN
America's The Heat.

- "China’s central government has ample fiscal levers, but just because it has them doesn’t mean it needs to be utilized. The
goal of the Chinese leadership with regard to the economy is: Our economy, at this point of time, doesn’t have takeoff velocity,
so we need to give just that much stimulus to get takeoff velocity to attain cruising altitude, at which point of time we can
deepen the structural transformations that are necessary. This is generally where the Two Sessions went in terms of
macroeconomic management…”

On Tuesday, March 5, 2024, Senior Fellow Sourabh Gupta discussed the Chinese economy in the context of the Two
Sessions Meeting on CGTN America's The World Today.

- "Yes, I think [the annual growth target of 5%] is a realistic goal. It’s slightly at the higher end…the international economic
community believes the more realistic goal is about 4.5%, but by saying that they’re going for 5%, that might be showing that
the government might be willing to provide that additional stimulus…”

https://chinaus-icas.org/research/renewal-of-us-china-sta-requires-reasonable-minds-to-prevail/
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202403/1308128.shtml
https://chinaus-icas.org/research/event-summary-secretary-raimondo-an-update-on-chips-act-implementationcsis/
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202403/08/WS65ea4ed2a31082fc043bb533.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C3uBVqIIc7g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HiiNKIXuuQU
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On Tuesday, March 5, 2024, Senior Fellow Sourabh Gupta discussed the Two Sessions meeting in Beijing on CGTN's
The Heat.

- "The Global South will be watching to see how China goes about its processes [in tackling its economic challenges]. China has
talked about every country owning their own modernization and the global South has bought into this, considering and seeing
China’s success.”

On Sunday, March 3, 2024, Senior Fellow Sourabh Gupta previewed the upcoming Two Sessions meeting in Beijing on
CGTN America's The World Today.

- "With regard to what they will be looking out for, I think primarily is how China plans to move forward with its own economy in
terms of stimulating it so as to move it out from the economic funk that it has found itself in. And much of that is of course,
property-created problems in the economy."

On Sunday, March 3, 2024, Senior Fellow Sourabh Gupta was interviewed about the preparations leading into the Two
Sessions meeting on CGTN America.

- “[President Joe Biden and President Xi Jinping] already have very good channels of communication that they have cultivated
over the last six months, so yes, in Washington they will be looking for how China approaches and plans to approach the
United States as a partner and a competitor in the year ahead…”

On Saturday, March 2, 2024, Senior Fellow Sourabh Gupta and Distinguished Fellow Denis Simon were quoted by China
Daily on the status of the US-China S&T Agreement negotiations

- Denis Simon: "There is some opposition to having a new science and technology agreement, especially from certain segments
of the US Congress…But I think the fact remains that both countries, both governments, least seemingly entered into the
negotiations in a good faith position, with the hope that some kind of new arrangement could be worked out."

- Sourabh Gupta: "Despite the lack of an update now, I am not pessimistic on this front. The relationship is in a better place, and
hence, there might be no pressing need to formally announce the renewal.”

On Thursday, February 29, 2024, Senior Fellow Sourabh Gupta was quoted in South China Morning Post on panda
diplomacy.

- "If Trump wins, the negotiations will get stuck in the mud and the DC panda enclosure will stay empty.”

On Wednesday, February 28, 2024, the ICAS Trade ‘n Technology Program Event on US-China Science and Tech
Agreement renewal was referenced by China Daily.

On Tuesday, February 27, 2024, the ICAS Trade ‘n Technology Program Event on US-China Science and Tech
Agreement renewal was referenced by Voice of America.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uR5DeKOR_3k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HA2XbNkWHpo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&app=desktop&v=MBpatQdqQD4
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202403/02/WS65e34248a31082fc043ba333.html
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3253682/return-panda-diplomacy-what-it-suggests-about-china-us-relations
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202402/28/WS65df24e8a31082fc043b99e5.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/renewal-of-u-s--china-science-and-tech-pact-faces-hurdles/7504097.html

