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‘China Week’: U.S. Legislation Targets
Chinese Influence in Tech and Biotech
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Screenshot of a U.S. House Committee hearing on September 9, 2024,
during the U.S. Congress’ 'China Week.” (Source: C-SPAN,
https://selectcommitteeontheccp.house.gov/)

- A House committee report released on September 23
claims that U.S. federal research funding has helped
advance Chinese military technologies, particularly in
fields like hypersonics and Al. The report recommends
stricter guidelines to limit U.S.-China research
collaborations, citing concerns that these partnerships
could strengthen China’s military capabilities and
undermine U.S. national security.

- The week of September 9-13 was dubbed ‘China
Week’ in the U.S. Congress, during which both the
House and the Senate proposed—and in several cases
passed—a collection of 28 China-related bills ranging
from drugs to selective biotechnologies.

- For instance, the U.S. House passed the BIOSECURE
Act, aiming to block Chinese-linked biotech companies
from receiving federal funds due to national security
concerns. Supporters argue that it protects U.S. health
data, while critics warn it could stifle innovation and
disrupt pharmaceutical collaborations reliant on
Chinese firms.

Beijing and Washington Take Increased
Actions on Export Controls
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This photo illustration shows the Shein app on the App Store reflected

in the Temu logo, in Washington, DC, on February 23, 2023. (Photo by
STEFANI REYNOLDS/AFP via Getty Images)

- On September 18, the Chinese government rejected a
U.S. investigation into whether it is helping Russia
bypass a ban on uranium exports, reaffirming its
opposition to “illegal unilateral sanctions.”

- On September 17, sources reported that the U.S. and
Japan are nearing an agreement to curb technology
exports to China'’s chip sector, though Tokyo has
concerns about potential backlash from Beijing.

- On September 13, the Biden administration announced
plans to impose tariffs on Chinese imports to protect
U.S. factories and to project a tough stance on China
ahead of the U.S. presidential election. The steep tariff
hikes include a 100% duty on electric vehicles and
higher tariffs on solar cells and semiconductors.

- The White House proposed new rules to close a tax
loophole, known as de minimis, that allows retail
companies like Shein and Temu to bypass import fees
by shipping small, direct-to-consumer packages under
$800. The move aims to protect U.S. workers and
ensure compliance with trade laws, though both
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- The U.S. House also passed a bill tightening
restrictions on Chinese content in vehicles eligible for
electric vehicle (EV) tax credits, aiming to reduce
reliance on China’s EV supply chain. Automakers warn
the move could limit available tax credits, impacting EV
adoption and U.S. competitiveness in the global market.
- Beijing has vowed to take “strong and effective
measures” in response to the string of proposed
legislations, including one that could lead to the closing
of Hong Kong’s U.S.-based trade offices.

Associated News Sources:

“U.S. Research Aided Chinese Military Technology, House
Republicans Say,’ The New York Times, September 23
“China Tech Firms at Risk as US Lawmakers Rebuff
Lobbying Efforts,” Bloomberg, September 18

“It was 'tough on China' week in Congress, one of the few
issues both parties agree on,” NBC News, September 14
“Congress targets Chinese influence in health tech. It
could come with tradeoffs,” AP News, September 13

“US House passes bill targeting China that would limit EV
tax credits,” Reuters, September 12

“China threatens to retaliate over U.S. bill that could

shutter Hong Kong trade offices,” CNBC, September 12
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retailers assert that the loophole is not central to their
business models.

Associated News Sources:

“China Pushes Back on US Probe of Uranium Exports,” U.S.
News, September 18

“US and Japan near deal to curb chip technology exports
to China, FT reports,” Reuters, September 17

“Biden Administration Ratchets Up Tariffs on Chinese
Goods,” The New York Times, September 13

“US locks in steep China tariff hikes, some industries warn
of disruptions,” Reuters, September 13

“Shein and Temu face a big change to how they ship
cheap Chinese goods,” NPR, September 13

Military and National Security
Concerns Expressed on Several Fronts

The leaders of the Quad nations, Australian Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, U.S. President Joe
Biden, and Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, gathered in
Delaware on September 21, 2024. (Source: @albomp via Instagram,
Public Domain)

- The U.S. said it plans to keep its Typhon missile
system deployed in the Philippines, despite Chinese
expressed concerns and demands for its removal, so
its feasibility in a potential regional conflict can be
tested.

- President Joe Biden hosted the leaders of Australia,
India, and Japan for a Quad Summit to discuss regional
security in Asia. The Summit focused on maritime

Cybersecurity Concerns Persist as the
U.S. Takes Measures

(Source: UnSplash)

- On September 23, the U.S. Commerce Department
proposed a national security ban on Chinese and
Russian car parts, focusing on vehicle connectivity
software and hardware, to take effect in 2027. The ban
aims to protect against potential cyber threats, citing
risks of surveillance and sabotage from foreign
technologies being located in vehicles in the U.S.

- Following the proposed ban on car parts, China issued
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security in the South China Sea, illegal fishing, and
coordinating efforts against China’s regional
aggression, though National Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan noted that the Summit was “not directed at
another country.”

- On September 18, China sanctioned nine U.S.
military-linked firms, freezing their assets in China as a
response to U.S. arms sales to Taiwan. Beijing urged
the U.S. to stop supporting Taiwan'’s independence,
calling the arms deals a threat to regional peace and
stability.

- On September 17, a U.S. P-8A patrol aircraft flew
through the Taiwan Strait, prompting China’s military to
tail the plane and declare its commitment to defending
Chinese national sovereignty. The U.S. Navy confirmed
the flight, asserting that it was in international airspace
and consistent with upholding navigational rights in the
Indo-Pacific, while Taiwan’s defense ministry noted no
unusual activity.

- On September 17, the U.S. deployed 100 soldiers to
the Aleutian Islands in response to increased Russian
and Chinese military activity near Alaska. This move
follows several incursions into U.S. air and sea zones.

Associated News Sources:

“Biden convenes Quad with eye on China,” Politico,
September 21

“Exclusive: US keeps missile system in Philippines as
China tensions rise,” Reuters, September 20

“China hits 9 US firms with property freeze over weapons
sales to Taiwan,” Reuters, September 18

“China says it tailed US aircraft over Taiwan Strait,” Voice
of America, September 17
“100 soldiers deployed to Aleutian Chain amid increasing

Russian, Chinese activity near Alaska,” Alaska’s News
Source, September 17
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a warning to the U.S,, urging against taking
“discriminatory actions.”

- The U.S. FBI announced that they had disrupted a
Chinese hacking group, called “Flax Typhoon,” known
for targeting U.S. critical infrastructure by creating a
botnet from compromised devices. The group, allegedly
backed by the Chinese government through the
Integrity Technology Group, infected over 250,000
devices worldwide, affecting universities, government
agencies, and telecom providers.

- The social media company TikTok met the U.S.
government in court again, arguing that a law forcing it
to divest from its Chinese parent company ByteDance
is unconstitutional, while the U.S. Justice Department
defended the law as necessary to eliminate national
security risks. The U.S. claims that TikTok poses a
threat due to data collection and potential manipulation
by the Chinese government, but TikTok insists the
concerns are unfounded and that the law violates the
First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.

Associated News Sources:
n on Chin r r n

used aga nst us'” NPR, September 23

fter r f new tr. n on cars with Chin h”
Fortune, September 23
“FBI disr major Chin hacking ar ir r "

DW, September 18
“LISTEN LIVE: Court hears arguments in TikTok's
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PBS News, September 16
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U.S. and China Hit Cultural Crossroads
with Positive Interactions in Music and
People-to-People Exchanges

American rapper Kanye West performs during his Vultures Listening
Experience at Wuyuan River Stadium on September 15, 2024 in
Haikou, Hainan Province of China. (Photo by Luo Yunfei/China News
Service/VCG via Getty Images)

- David Lin, a U.S. pastor being detained in China since
2006 after being sentenced to life for aiding an
unapproved church, was released and returned home.
While his release was a priority for the Biden
administration, two other Americans, Kai Li and Mark
Swidan, remain imprisoned in China, and U.S. officials
say they will continue to advocate for their freedom.

- On September 16, Kanye West, also known as Ye,
performed in Haikou, China, marking his first
performance in the country in 16 years. Despite his
controversial reputation and China’s strict censorship of
foreign artists, the concert sold out quickly, and
Chinese social media users expressed surprise at the
government’s decision to approve the event.

- American singer Mariah Carey gained attention
sharing photos of her trip to China with her children,
including a visit to the Great Wall, while preparing for
her concerts in Beijing on September 15 and 16.

- Historians researching China, especially those
studying controversial topics, are still finding it very
difficult to conduct primary research or travel to China,
according to a Reuters study.

- Former CIA officer Alexander Yuk Ching Ma was
sentenced to 10 years in prison for providing classified
information to Chinese intelligence in exchange for
money and gifts. Ma admitted to conspiring with China
for over a decade and was arrested in 2020.

Associated News Sources:

“An American pastor held in a Chinese jail for nearly two
decades is finally home,” CNN, September 16

“Kanye West performs in China after rare approval by
country’s censors,” The Guardian, September 16
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- In Other News -
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The 11th Beijing Xiangshan Forum, held in Beijing, China from
September 12-14, 2024. (Photo: Ministry of Foreign Affairs The
People’s Republic of China)

“Chin Investi .S. Retailer, Sendinga M

Over Xinjiang,” The New York Times, September 24

“Jamie Dimon thinks India will he new Chin

im iversify away from ible futur versary.”

Fortune, September 24

“85 years later, Chinese family honors the Black couple
m.” The Washington Post, September 18

“Former retary Kerr lls for new tr rul

cooperation with China on climate,” Reuters, September 18

“China Indo-Pac militar wer trum remain
more influential: Lowy Institute,’ Breaking Defense,
September 18
“Exclusive: Inside th h r Vietnam'
from China,” Reuters, September 17
n E har hallenge From Ch hin

Steel, Japan PM Hopeful Says.” U.S. News, September 14
“China and Russia chide West at security forum in Beijing,”

Reuters, September 13
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“Mariah Carey shares sweet family photos from China
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ahead of Beijing shows,” ABC News, September 14

“China wants academic exchange but historians say

increased censorship makes research hard,” Reuters,

September 13
“Ex-C.I.A. Officer Who Spied for China Is Sentenced to 10

Years in Prison,” The New York Times, September 12

What Are We Reading? y

CBS: “How China came to dominate the electric vehicle market, and what the U.S. can do to catch up” by Mary
Cunningham (September 24)

The Wall Street Journal: "At the World's Largest Shipyard, U.S. Courts an Ally to Face Up to China” by Timothy W.
Martin (September 23)

Rest of World: “China’s biggest Al model is challenging American dominance” by Sam Eifling (September 23)
The Washington Post: “How serious a military threat is China?” by the Editorial Board (September 20)

South China Morning Post: “Why th hould r re the Fulbright programme for China” by Philip G. Altbach
and Gerard A. Postiglione (September 20)

Foreign Policy: “How Does the U.S.-China ‘Cold War’ End?” by Lili Pike (September 19)

The Atlantic: “Americans Will End Up Paying the Tariffs” by Ronald Brownstein (September 19)

Bloomberg: “Where the US and China Can Find Common Ground on Al” by Catherine Thorbecke (September 19)
Yahoo Finance: “Can General Motors (GM) Survive the Existential Threat from Chinese EVs?” by Jabran Kundi
(September 18)

Atlantic Council: “Adapting US strateqgy to account for China's transformation into a peer nuclear power” by
David 0. Shullman, John K. Culver, Kitsch Liao and Samantha Wong (September 17)

Hinrich Foundation: “Why US-China ties will worsen regardless of the US vote” by Matt Gertken (September 17)
Foreign Policy Research Institute: “Breaking the Circuit: US-China Semiconductor Controls” by Catherine Tan
(September 16)

The New York Times: “The Chinese Chipmaker at the Heart of the U.S.-China Tech War” by Ana Swanson, John
Liu and Paul Mozur (September 16)

Financial Times: “China, America and a global strugagle for power and influence” by Gideon Rachman
(September 16)

CNN: “TikTok just had the most important two hours of its life” by Brian Fung (September 16)

CNBC: “China wants to challenge the U.S. in Al — here's what Chinese giants are doing with the tech”
(September 14)

Foreign Affairs: “Asia Has No Hegemon: But U.S.-Chinese Bipolarity Is Good for America and the Region” by
Susannah Patton and Hervé Lemahieu (September 13)

IMF Blog: “Trade Balances in China and the US Are Largely Driven by Domestic Macro Forces” by Pierre-Olivier
Gourinchas, Ceyla Pazarbasioglu, Krishna Srinivasan, and Rodrigo Valdés (September 12)

Reuters: “A Trump 2.0 wrinkle for U.S.-China relations: sanctions on U.S. officials” by Michael Martina
(September 12)

ChinaFile: "Southeast Asia Doesn't Want to Choose between China and the U.S.” by Bryanna Entwistle
(September 12)

The Economist: “China is beating America in the nuclear-energy race” (September 12)

The Wire China: “The Main Takeaways from the House's China Week” by Eliot Chen and Aaron McNicholas
(September 12)
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What s Happening Around Town’ *

- Past Events - - Upcoming Events -

e A Conversation With Lina Khan: Antitrust e The United States and China in Latin America:
Innovation, and China’s Competitive Challenge Rivalry, cooperation, or something in-between?
September 20 hosted by Council on Foreign October 4 hosted by Brookings
Relations e The Future of US-China Policy: What the 2024

e Democracy Anywhere is a Threat to the Chinese Elections Mean for Business
Communist Party October 23 hosted by The US-China Business
September 19 hosted by East-West Center Council

e Understanding Southeast Asia's Role in US-China e The Visible Hand: Positioning America to
Trade & Geopolitical Competition Compete | Political Studies Policy Certificate
September 19 hosted by The US-China Business Program
Council October 24 hosted by Hudson Institute

e Taiwan's Democracy in the International
Community
September 17 hosted by Hudson Institute

e Twenty-Third Annual U.S.-China Trade
Conference
September 12-13 hosted by the U.S.-China
Chamber of Commerce

What ICAS Is Up To *

---ICAS In the News---

On Monday, September 23, 2024, Senior Fellow Sourabh Gupta was interviewed by China Daily on the Section 301
tariffs and its impact on the U.S. electric vehicle domestic manufacturing sector.

“At the end of the day, the US will, in the long term, hurt itself,.. The tariffs will isolate the US on trade-related
issues."

- "What has happened is that the supply chain has just gotten lengthened,...Instead of the product being produced
in China and exported to the US, the final product is now assembled, maybe in Vietnam or Mexico, but it still
involves Chinese inputs.”

On Saturday, September 21, 2024, Senior Fellow Sourabh Gupta was interviewed by South China Morning Post on
the September 2024 Quad Leaders Summit hosted by President Biden.

- “India used to be very possessive about its neighborhood, but knows now that it doesn’t have the capacity on its
own to kind of keep China at bay, so it's been getting its Quad partners involved in South Asia.”
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On Friday, September 20, 2024, Senior Fellow Sourabh Gupta
was interviewed by CGTN America’s The Heat on the Global
Development Initiative.

- "The most important thing to take away in the area of
development is that it needs to be addressed
comprehensively and it needs to be done with patience
and persistence. The reason that the West has not been
able to make a mark in this area the way China has is
because the West sees us through the lens of charity..”

On Tuesday, September 17, 2024, Senior Fellow Sourabh
Gupta was interviewed by South China Morning Post on the
China Policy debate in the presidential election campaign.

- “It's a fight between dumb and dumber...Both sides have been abdicating on tariff leadership. It's going to hurt the
country.”

On Tuesday, September 17, 2024, Senior Fellow Sourabh Gupta was interviewed by South China Morning Post on
the developments in China's S&T and academic ecosystem in the context of the U.S.-China technology
competition.

“There is a distinct ‘choking the chicken to scare the monkey’ feel to [MOST’s] announcement.”
- “It's an undisguised reminder ... that all would be better off staying within the lines rather than cutting corners to
cheat the system for self-regarding gain.”

On Friday, September 13, 2024, Senior Fellow Sourabh Gupta was interviewed by China Daily on the recent
China-Africa Summit in Beijing.

- “China has a lived experience of being a developing country, while others substitute their thinking of Africa's needs
in place of the thinking and wishes of the African people themselves," he said. "China sees Africa through African
lenses better than countries in the Global North, which is also the reason it is Africa's preferred external partner."
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