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Middle East Tension & China’s
Diplomatic Posture

China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi (C) gestures as he welcomes
Russia's Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Ryabkov (R) and Iran's
Deputy Foreign Minister Kazeem Gharibabadi before a meeting
regarding the Iranian nuclear issue at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse
in Beijing on March 14, 2025. (Photo by -/POOL/AFP via Getty
Images)

- After the U.S. conducted airstrikes on Iranian nuclear
facilities, Iranian lawmakers discussed retaliatory
steps, including the extraordinary possibility of closing
the Strait of Hormuz.

- On June 22, U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio
publicly urged China to diplomatically intervene and
persuade Iran not to proceed with its threat. He labeled
the potential closure as “economic suicide”, warning of
distruptions to vital global oil trade routes and broader
risks to the energy market.

- On June 22, China issued a formal condemnation of
the U.S. strikes, calling them a breach of the UN
Charter. China aligned with Russia and Pakistan at the
UN Security Council in supporting a ceasefire
resolution and urging a return to diplomatic dialogue.

- On June 23, Chinese authorities criticized what they

Strategic Minerals & Semiconductor
Controls Deepen U.S.— China Tech
Tensions

(Source: Getty Images, Royalty-Free)

- 0On June 20, The U.S. Commerce Department revoked
export-control waivers previously granted to Samsung,
SK Hynix, and TSMC, limiting their ability to import
advanced chipmaking equipment into their facilities in
China. These companies are among U.S. allies with
supply chains rooted in China.

- On June 23, Huawei’s new MateBook still depends on
domestically produced 7nm chips—highlighting China’s
limited progress in replacing U.S.-restricted chipmaking
technology.

- In retaliation for the export restrictions, China imposed
six-month controls on rare-earth mineral exports to the
U.S., directly affecting critical industries such as EV's,
aerospace, and defense. The move revealed China’s
readiness to weaponize its dominance in strategic
resources.

- That same day, Ford narrowly avoided halting
production at its Chicago EV plant due to rare-earth
magnet shortage, despite receiving a temporary license
relief.

-On June 23, U.S. lawmakers introduced Foreign
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saw as the eroding credibility of U.S. leadership in the
region. Beijing warned that further U.S. military action
could destabilize global markets, trigger unintended
consequences, and heighten the risk of conflict in the
already volatile Middle East.

- The Chinese Foreign Ministry reiterated calls for all
parties to show restraint, specifically urging Iran to
refrain from extreme retaliation—such as closing the
Strait of Hormuz—that could spark a broader
international crisis.

- As of June 25, the Strait of Hormuz remains open.
Despite the Iranian parliamentary approval to close the
strait, no official action has been taken. Oil markets
have stabilized, and China has limited its public
involvement to standard diplomatic statements,
avoiding deeper engagement.

Associated News References:

“U.S. Urges China To Dissuade Iran From Closing Strait Of
Hormuz,” Reuters, June 22

“China Slams U.S. Strikes As Violation Of International
Law,” The Daily Guardian, June 22

“China Urges Support for Iran-Israel Cease-Fire
Resolution,” Wall Street Journal, June 23

“Rubio Warns Of Global Qil Disruption Over Hormuz
Closure,” The Hill, June 23

“China Voices Concern About Impact of Conflict On
Shipping,” Wall Street Journal, June 23

“U.S. Asks China To Stop Iran From Closing Strait Of
Hormuz,” BBC News, June 23

“With Much To Lose, China Sat On Israel-lran War’s
Sidelines As U.S. Flexed,” Washington Post, June 24
“The Market Is Getting Back to Ignoring Iran,” Bloomberg,
June 25

ICAS Bulletin (July 02, 2025) - 2

Pollution Fee Act, proposing a carbon-based border
tariff primarily targeting Chinese-made goods. Though
framed as an environmental initiative, the proposed tax
is viewed by some as an additional tool in the U.S.
industrial competition strategy.

- On June 26, the U.S. and China reached a partial
agreement to restart rare-earth exports, offering some
relief. However the licensing process remains slow. U.S.
rare-earth imports are still 75% below normal levels and
China continues to block military-grade material.

- On June 27, China announced a $50 billion expansion
of its Big Fund Il to accelerate domestic chip
developments, focusing on lithography and EDA tools,
to reduce reliance on Western technology.

Associated News Sources:

China, Sources Say,” Reuters, June 20
“U.S. Prepares Action Targeting Allies’ Chip Plants In
China,” The Wall Street Journal, June 20

“Ford Still Scrambling To Get Rare-Earth Magnets,” The
Wall Street Journal, June 23

“A Carbon Tariff Is The Right Way To Confront China On
Trade,” The Washington Post, June 23

“Huawei’'s New Laptop Uses Older China-Made Chip, U.S.
Curbs Stall Smic,” Reuters, June 23

Shipments, White House Says,” The Guardian, June 27
“China’s Rare Earths Are Flowing Again, But Not Freely,”

The Economic Times, June 29
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https://www.reuters.com/world/china/us-urges-china-dissuade-iran-closing-strait-hormuz-2025-06-22/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/us-urges-china-dissuade-iran-closing-strait-hormuz-2025-06-22/
https://thedailyguardian.com/china/china-issues-first-response-slams-us-airstrikes-on-iranian-nuclear-sites/
https://thedailyguardian.com/china/china-issues-first-response-slams-us-airstrikes-on-iranian-nuclear-sites/
https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/iran-israel-us-latest-news/card/china-urges-support-for-iran-israel-cease-fire-resolution-XmWF7k0ryT3nBLoFAIGS
https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/iran-israel-us-latest-news/card/china-urges-support-for-iran-israel-cease-fire-resolution-XmWF7k0ryT3nBLoFAIGS
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/5363995-us-asks-china-to-stop-iran-from-closing-strait-of-hormuz/
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/5363995-us-asks-china-to-stop-iran-from-closing-strait-of-hormuz/
https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/iran-israel-us-latest-news/card/china-voices-concerns-about-impact-of-conflict-on-shipping-AM8sNtP6dVLd7kQLiOhS?mod=Searchresults_pos1&page=1
https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/iran-israel-us-latest-news/card/china-voices-concerns-about-impact-of-conflict-on-shipping-AM8sNtP6dVLd7kQLiOhS?mod=Searchresults_pos1&page=1
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c056pyv723vo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c056pyv723vo
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/06/24/iran-israel-us-china/?utm_source
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/06/24/iran-israel-us-china/?utm_source
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/newsletters/2025-06-26/market-is-back-to-ignoring-iran-but-us-exceptionalism-can-wait
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/us-prepares-action-targeting-allies-chip-plants-china-wsj-reports-2025-06-20/
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/us-prepares-action-targeting-allies-chip-plants-china-wsj-reports-2025-06-20/
https://www.wsj.com/world/china/u-s-prepares-action-targeting-allies-chip-plants-in-china-10ab18a8
https://www.wsj.com/world/china/u-s-prepares-action-targeting-allies-chip-plants-in-china-10ab18a8
https://www.wsj.com/business/autos/ford-still-scrambling-to-get-rare-earth-magnets-2bc0aee6?utm_source
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/06/23/tariffs-china-trade-carbon-emissions/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/06/23/tariffs-china-trade-carbon-emissions/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/huaweis-new-laptop-uses-older-china-made-chip-us-curbs-stall-smic-report-shows-2025-06-23/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/huaweis-new-laptop-uses-older-china-made-chip-us-curbs-stall-smic-report-shows-2025-06-23/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/jun/27/us-china-rare-earth-shipments-deal
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/jun/27/us-china-rare-earth-shipments-deal
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/world-news/chinas-rare-earths-are-flowing-again-but-not-freely/articleshow/122117835.cms

NATO Summit Reinforces U.S—Led
Security Alignment Amid Rising China
Concerns

Secretary Marco Rubio attends a plenary session of the NATO Heads
of State and Government summit in The Hague, Netherlands, June 25,
2025. (Source via Flickr/U.S. Government Work)

- At a June 25 press conference,
NATO-Secretary-General Mark Rutte stated the alliance
had “no alternative” but to enhance defense readiness
to “the massive build-up of the military in China”.

- During the summit,. U.S. officials emphasized
expanding NATQ's partnerships with Indo-Pacific
countries, such as Japan, South Korea, Australia, and
New Zealand, to address growing concerns over
Chinese influence in maritime security, cyber
infrastructure, and supply chains. This is part of
Washington's continued efforts to internationalize the
“China challenge”.

- On the sidelines of the summit, NATO held a Defense
Industry Forum focused on expanding European
defense production and easing transatlantic trade
barriers. These efforts were seen as part of a broader
effort to strengthen allied military -industrial capacity.

Associated News Sources:

Bﬂfﬂﬂﬂ:& Table Me'c)ia, June 24 ' . .
Defense Guarantee Depends On Your Definition,” AP News,
:lJune 25 . . '
W%%%Kﬂwﬁﬂw
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Summer Davos Underscores China’s
Push For Tech Collaboration and
Economic Diplomacy
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Chinese Premier Li Qiang attends the World Economic Forum (World
Economic Forum / Benedikt von Loebell/ Source via Flickr)

- From June 24-26, the World Economic Forum's
“Summer Davos” in Tianjin brought together over 1,700
leaders from +90 countries.

- Chinese Premier Li Qiang pledged in his keynote
speech that China would become a “mega-sized”
consumption power and championed global
cooperation in Al, climate tech, and manufacturing
modernization.

- China's DeepSeek Al and Unitree Robotics drew praise
from international participants, reinforcing perceptions
of China’s rising tech capabilities amid intensifying
U.S.-China competition. Premier Li underscored China's
technological development is intended to be inclusive
and globally shared; he emphasized Beijing's
commitment to “openness and interoperability” in areas
such as Al-powered agriculture, EVs, and low-attitude
aviation.

- At the forum, geopolitical risks, especially the
Iran-Israel conflict, were dominant concerns. Amid this
backdrop, Chinese officials projected stability, arguing
that China remains committed to globalization and
mutual prosperity.

- WEF President Borge Brende cautioned that in the
absence of renewed cooperation, U.S. tariffs,
inflationary pressures, and fragmented global value
chains have already stifled investor confidence. Chinese
leaders argued that multilateral innovation and
collaboration are the only sustainable path forward in
an increasingly fragmented economic landscape.

Associated News Sources:
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https://table.media/en/china/feature/no-place-for-beijing-nato-communique-without-reference-to-china
https://table.media/en/china/feature/no-place-for-beijing-nato-communique-without-reference-to-china
https://www.reuters.com/world/no-alternative-higher-defence-spending-amid-russian-threat-natos-rutte-says-2025-06-25/
https://www.reuters.com/world/no-alternative-higher-defence-spending-amid-russian-threat-natos-rutte-says-2025-06-25/
https://www.bbc.com/news/live/cm2ld0e0rzkt
https://www.bbc.com/news/live/cm2ld0e0rzkt
https://apnews.com/article/trump-iran-israel-nato-e34385f9b6e2ff5d0cf60f8aaea57a40
https://apnews.com/article/trump-iran-israel-nato-e34385f9b6e2ff5d0cf60f8aaea57a40
https://www.cnn.com/2025/06/25/politics/nato-meeting-trump-defense-spending
https://www.cnn.com/2025/06/25/politics/nato-meeting-trump-defense-spending

“Four Fundamental Questions The Nato Summit Did Not
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“Turmoil And Trade Wars Dominate China's Summer

Answer,” Atlantic Council, June 27

Davos,” BBC News, June 24

“Summer Davos Concludes With Focus On China’s Critical
Role Globally,” Global Times, June 25

“China’s Premier Vows To Open Its Doors Wider’ To Trade
And Tech Industry,” Financial Times, June 25 [Paywall]
“China Summer Davos Offers Rare Despite From Trade
War,” Financial Times, June 25 [Paywall]

“Premier Ligiang’s Opening At Summer Davos,” World
Economic Forum, June 26

“China Becomes Bright Spot An Uncertain Time: SCMP’s
Summer Davos Highlights,” South China Morning Post,
June 27

“2025 Summer Davos Underscores Global Cooperation
With China In Emerging And Future Industries,” China
Focus, June 30

“Top Openai Talent In China Joins Meta As Zuckerberg
Bolsters Ai Team,” South China Morning Post, June 30
“Chinese Chipmakers Sophgo Adapts Compute Card For

Deepseek Amid Beijing’s Self-Reliance Push,” South China
Morning Post, June 30

AIIB Meeting Underscores China’s
Expanding Financial Reach Amid
U.S.—China Systemic Competition

THE 10TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS
OF THE ASIAN INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT BANK

THERIRIERARTE+RESRES

Chinese Premier Li Qiang attends and delivers a speech at the opening
ceremony of the 10th Annual Meeting of the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank AIIB Board of Governors in Beijing (Photo by Liu
Bin/Xinhua via Getty Images)

- From June 24-26, the Asian Infrastructure Investment
Bank (AlIB) held its 10th Annual Meeting in Beijing,
marking a decade since its founding by China as a
multilateral development bank. The AlIB has become a
key tool in China's effort to reshape the global financial
order.

- In Other News -

(Source: Getty Images, Royalty-Free)

“U.S. Prices On China-Made Goods Sold Via Amazon Rise
Faster Than Inflation, Analysis Shows,” Reuters, June 30
“Former Amb. Nicholas Burns: Don't Think The U.S. And
China Are Close To A Comprehensive Trade Deal,” CNBC,
June 30

‘China Urges U.S. To Uphold Multilateral Trade Rules And
Reciprocal Tariff Negotiations,” CGTN, June 28

“China Emerges As Top Iranian Qil Buyer Despite U.S.
Sanctions; Shadow Fleet Sustains Trade,” CNBC, June 27

“Lutnick Says U.S.—China Trade Truce Signed, 10 Deals
Imminent,” MSN, June 27

“Wang Yi urges U.S. to work with China on issue of mutual
perception,” CGTN, June 26
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https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/four-fundamental-questions-the-nato-summit-did-not-answer/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/four-fundamental-questions-the-nato-summit-did-not-answer/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cly2n5j44rxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cly2n5j44rxo
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202506/1337070.shtml
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202506/1337070.shtml
https://www.ft.com/content/5d516c2d-257e-4b8b-b5b8-2522de50bf70
https://www.ft.com/content/5d516c2d-257e-4b8b-b5b8-2522de50bf70
https://www.ft.com/content/69df8e8c-69bc-429f-940c-b75cfeaeb409?utm_source
https://www.ft.com/content/69df8e8c-69bc-429f-940c-b75cfeaeb409?utm_source
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2025/06/li-qiang-transcript-china-chinese-premier-summer-davos-amnc-world-economic-forum/
https://www.scmp.com/economy/global-economy/article/3316098/china-becomes-bright-spot-uncertain-time-scmps-summer-davos-highlights
https://www.scmp.com/economy/global-economy/article/3316098/china-becomes-bright-spot-uncertain-time-scmps-summer-davos-highlights
http://www.cnfocus.com/2025-summer-davos-underscores-global-cooperation-with-china/
http://www.cnfocus.com/2025-summer-davos-underscores-global-cooperation-with-china/
https://www.scmp.com/tech/big-tech/article/3316350/top-openai-talent-china-joins-meta-zuckerberg-bolsters-ai-team-tech-battle
https://www.scmp.com/tech/big-tech/article/3316350/top-openai-talent-china-joins-meta-zuckerberg-bolsters-ai-team-tech-battle
https://www.scmp.com/tech/tech-trends/article/3316363/chinese-chipmaker-sophgo-adapts-compute-card-deepseek-beijings-self-reliance-push
https://www.scmp.com/tech/tech-trends/article/3316363/chinese-chipmaker-sophgo-adapts-compute-card-deepseek-beijings-self-reliance-push
https://www.reuters.com/business/retail-consumer/us-prices-china-made-goods-amazon-rise-faster-than-inflation-analysis-shows-2025-06-30/
https://www.reuters.com/business/retail-consumer/us-prices-china-made-goods-amazon-rise-faster-than-inflation-analysis-shows-2025-06-30/
https://www.cnbc.com/video/2025/06/30/former-amb-nicholas-burns-dont-think-the-u-s-and-china-are-close-to-a-comprehensive-trade-deal.html?&qsearchterm=u.s.-china
https://www.cnbc.com/video/2025/06/30/former-amb-nicholas-burns-dont-think-the-u-s-and-china-are-close-to-a-comprehensive-trade-deal.html?&qsearchterm=u.s.-china
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2025-06-28/China-urges-U-S-to-uphold-multilateral-trade-rules-1EzWLzUpub6/p.html
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2025-06-28/China-urges-U-S-to-uphold-multilateral-trade-rules-1EzWLzUpub6/p.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/06/27/china-us-sanctions-shadow-fleet-top-iranian-oil-buyer-trade.html?&qsearchterm=u.s.-china
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/06/27/china-us-sanctions-shadow-fleet-top-iranian-oil-buyer-trade.html?&qsearchterm=u.s.-china
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/other/lutnick-says-us-china-trade-truce-signed-10-deals-imminent/ar-AA1HuUtX
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/other/lutnick-says-us-china-trade-truce-signed-10-deals-imminent/ar-AA1HuUtX
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2025-06-26/Wang-Yi-urges-U-S-to-work-with-China-on-issue-of-mutual-perception-1EvVm8CnVuM/p.html
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2025-06-26/Wang-Yi-urges-U-S-to-work-with-China-on-issue-of-mutual-perception-1EvVm8CnVuM/p.html
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- Chinese Premier Li Qiang emphasized in his keynote
speech that infrastructure should serve as a “bridge,
not a barrier”, a veiled reference to the U.S’s increasing
use of economic tools like sanctions, investment
restrictions, and export controls.

- China’s Finance Minister Lan Fo'an also called for
expanding cross-border financing through the AlIB,
warning that global development aid is “drying up.” The
U.S. has taken large steps towards scaling back
infrastructure financing in the Global South while
redirecting resources toward strategic decoupling.

- The election of Zou Jiayi as the AlIB's new president
and first female leader further highlights China’s
growing institutional control and soft power strategy to
project credibility, gender inclusivity, and technocratic
leadership within global development institutions.

-The meeting came just days before U.S. officials
made renewed calls to reduce reliance on Chinese
minerals, Al chips, and supply chains, signaling how
institutions like AlIB are now central in the broader U.S.-
China contests over rules-based leadership in global
finance and development.

Associated News Sources:

“What Can We Expect From The Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank Meeting This Week?," Euro News, June
23

“China Urges Aiib To Step Up Cross—Border Development
Funding, Says Global Aid Drying Up,” Reuters, June 24
“China’s Zou Jiayi Named Next AlIB President,” Reuters,
June 24

“AlIB First Decade Marks As A Path Of Multilateral,
Sustainable Development,” Xinhua, June 24

“China To Work With AlIB Members Promote Connectivity,
Sustainable Development Across Asia: Fm,” Global Times,
June 24

“China’s Consumptions Push Will Support Global Growth,
Premier Li Says,” Reuters, June 26

“Opening Ceremony Of The 10th Annual Meeting Of Aiib
Held In Beijing,” People’s Daily Online, June 27

What Are We Reading?

e Foreign Affairs: “An Industrial Policy With American Characteristics,” by Damien Ma and Lizzi C. Lee, (July 1)

e The New York Times: “America And China Are Becoming More Likely Every Day,” by Jacob Dreyer, (July 1)

e Bloomberg: “China Shows Off Tech Resilience In Face Of Trump Export Controls,” (June 30)

e Bloomberg: “China’s Private Factory Gauge Rebounds After U.S. Trade Truce,” (June 30)

e South China Morning Post: “Why China Sees U.S. Trade Deals With Partners As A Threat-And How It Could
React,” by Ralphs Jennings, (June 30)

e Bloomberg: “Chinese R rtup R Rewards After High Profile Race,” (June 29)
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https://www.euronews.com/business/2025/06/23/what-can-we-expect-from-the-asian-infrastructure-investment-bank-meeting-this-week
https://www.euronews.com/business/2025/06/23/what-can-we-expect-from-the-asian-infrastructure-investment-bank-meeting-this-week
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-urges-aiib-step-up-cross-border-development-funding-says-global-aid-drying-2025-06-25/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-urges-aiib-step-up-cross-border-development-funding-says-global-aid-drying-2025-06-25/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/emerging/chinas-zou-jiayi-named-next-aiib-president-2025-06-24/
https://english.news.cn/20250624/674e003651c8476eb6a00ca51a6b3b2a/c.html
https://english.news.cn/20250624/674e003651c8476eb6a00ca51a6b3b2a/c.html
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202506/1336863.shtml?id=11
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202506/1336863.shtml?id=11
https://www.reuters.com/markets/asia/chinas-consumption-push-will-support-global-growth-premier-li-says-2025-06-26/?utm_source
https://www.reuters.com/markets/asia/chinas-consumption-push-will-support-global-growth-premier-li-says-2025-06-26/?utm_source
https://en.people.cn/n3/2025/0627/c90000-20333274.html
https://en.people.cn/n3/2025/0627/c90000-20333274.html
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/industrial-policy-american-characteristics
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/01/opinion/america-china-similarities-differences.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-06-30/china-shows-off-tech-resilience-in-face-of-trump-export-controls?srnd=phx-technology
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-07-01/china-s-private-factory-reading-improves-after-trump-trade-truce?srnd=phx-economics-v2
https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3316406/why-china-sees-us-trade-deals-partners-threat-and-how-it-could-react?module=top_story&pgtype=section
https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3316406/why-china-sees-us-trade-deals-partners-threat-and-how-it-could-react?module=top_story&pgtype=section
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-06-30/china-shows-off-tech-resilience-in-face-of-trump-export-controls?srnd=phx-technology
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The New York Times: “Can We See Our Future In China's Cameras?,” by Megan K. Stack (June 28)

Washington Post: “As Trump Touts Tariff Deal, China Pitches ltself As Global Trade Leader,” by Christian
Shepherd, (June 27)

CSIS: “Can Washington ithou i r Mi . by Andrew Friedman, (June 26)

Foreign Affairs: “How China Wins," by Julia Gewirtz, (June 24)

Foreign Affairs: “Southeast Asia |s Starting To Choose,” by Yuen Foong Khong and Joseph Chinyong Liow, (June
24)

Foreign Affairs: “Strategic Of Prioritization,” by Jennifer Lind and Daryl G. Press, (June 24)

South China Morning Post: “China’s Yuan Set To Benefit As Central Banks Report Doubts About U.S. Dollar,” by
Sylvia Mia, (June 24)

South China Morning Post: “Summer Davos Panel Mulls Secret Sauce Of U.S. Economy Did China Crack The
Recipe,” by Frank Chen, (June 24)

Washington Post: “With Much To Lose, China Sat On Israel-Iran War’s Sidelines As U.S. Flexed,” by Katrina
Northrop and Lyric Li, (June 24)

CSIS: “How Nato Can Support The United States In Asia” by Iseli Brandy and Daniel Byman (June 23)

Global Times: “Aiib’s Dev - hould Be Free From Political Interferen f Certain ntries,” by Wang Vi,
(June 23)

The New York Times: “China Says The U.S. Damages Its Own Credibility By Striking Iran,” by David Pierson and
Berry Wang (June 23)

The Diplomat: “China—U.S. Cooperation Could Halt The Next Middle East War,” by Mathew Jie Sheng Yeo (June
21)

Brooking Institution: “China’s Transshipment Of Goods To The Us,” by Robin Brooks (June 20)

The Hill: “Chinese Leaders Have A Long History Of Strategic Deception,” by Mathis Bitton and George Yean,
(June 19)

War on the Rocks: “America’s Middle East Trap Is China’s Strategic Windfall,” by Adham Sahloul, (June 18)

What's Happening Around Town?

- Past Events - - Upcoming Events -
e What Do Strikes on Iran Mean for China, Russia, . : i
and North Korea? June 30 hosted by CSIS Europe, The U.S., And China? July 2 hosted by
e The Realities Of An Invasion Of Taiwan June 26 Chatham House
hosted by Stimson Center e Can Multinationals Win in China? Lessons from
e Expert Perspectives From The 22nd IISS Apple’s Experience July 2 hosted by CSIS
Shangri-La Dialogue June 26 hosted by the e Bangl h's Foreign Policy an hina an
International Institute for Strategic Studies India in a Fluid Indo-Pacific July 2 hosted by the
(11SS) East-West Center
e Enhancing Asia-Pacific Security Cooperation e China's New London “Super Embassy”: Soft
June 24 hosted by the International Institute for Power Hub Or Security Risk? July 8 hosted by
Strategic Studies (IISS) CsIs
e The Need for Speed: Transforming Defense e State of the global economy: Navigating a New
Procurement for a Dangerous World June 24 Era Of Heightened Uncertainty July 10 hosted
hosted by Hudson Institute by the Brookings Institution
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https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/23/opinion/china-surveillance-cameras.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/06/27/us-trump-china-rare-earth-trade/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/can-washington-counter-beijing-without-repeating-cold-war-mistakes
https://www.rand.org/pubs/perspectives/PEA4012-1.html
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2025/06/trumps-us-china-trade-tariffs-timeline/
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/reviews/how-china-wins-gewirtz
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/china/southeast-asia-starting-choose-khong-liow
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/strategies-prioritization-lind-press
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https://www.csis.org/analysis/how-nato-can-support-united-states-asia
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202506/1336804.shtml?id=11
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/23/world/asia/china-us-iran-credibility.html
https://thediplomat.com/2025/06/china-us-cooperation-could-halt-the-next-middle-east-war/
http://v
https://thehill.com/opinion/international/5358578-chinese-leaders-have-a-long-history-of-strategic-deception/
https://warontherocks.com/2025/06/americas-middle-east-trap-is-chinas-strategic-windfall/
https://www.csis.org/events/what-do-strikes-iran-mean-china-russia-and-north-korea
https://www.csis.org/events/what-do-strikes-iran-mean-china-russia-and-north-korea
https://www.stimson.org/event/the-realities-of-an-invasion-of-taiwan/
https://www.iiss.org/events/2025/062/expert-perspectives-from-the-22nd-iiss-shangri-la-dialogue/
https://www.iiss.org/events/2025/062/expert-perspectives-from-the-22nd-iiss-shangri-la-dialogue/
https://www.iiss.org/events/2025/062/enhancing-asia-pacific-security-cooperation/
https://www.hudson.org/events/need-speed-transforming-defense-procurement-dangerous-world
https://www.hudson.org/events/need-speed-transforming-defense-procurement-dangerous-world
https://www.chathamhouse.org/events/all/open-event/one-year-labour-government-right-europe-us-and-china?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.chathamhouse.org/events/all/open-event/one-year-labour-government-right-europe-us-and-china?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.csis.org/events/can-multinationals-win-china-lessons-apples-experience
https://www.csis.org/events/can-multinationals-win-china-lessons-apples-experience
https://www.eastwestcenter.org/events/bangladeshs-foreign-policy-and-us-china-and-india-fluid-indo-pacific
https://www.eastwestcenter.org/events/bangladeshs-foreign-policy-and-us-china-and-india-fluid-indo-pacific
https://www.csis.org/events/chinas-new-london-super-embassy-soft-power-hub-or-security-risk
https://www.csis.org/events/chinas-new-london-super-embassy-soft-power-hub-or-security-risk
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e From Production Lines to Front Lines: e C.V. Starr & Co. Annual Lecture on China:
Revitalizing the U.S. Defense Industrial Base for Reassigning U.S.-China Relations July 10
Euture Great Power Conflict June 24 hosted by hosted by the Council on Foreign Relations
CNAS e Shifting Currents: U.S.-China Economic Policy In

e Addressing China’'s Growing Influence in Transition July 29 hosted by Asia Society

Colombia June 20 hosted by Atlantic Council

e Trump, Tariffs, and the Economic Outlook June
18 hosted by American Enterprise Institute

e GALA 2025 June 18 hosted by U.S.-China
Business Council

What ICAS Is Up To y

---ICAS Expert Voice Initiative---
The Global Trade in Tension Series: Germany with Thomas Konig

June 27, 2025

On June 27, ICAS initiated a special segment of its Expert Voices
Initiative (EVI) series, The Global Trade in Tension
Series:Germany, with Thomas Koénig, China Director at the
German Chamber of Commerce (DIHK). The discussion explored
the evolving landscape of EU-China trade relations, examining
opportunities for cooperation, areas of strategic hesitation, and
the broader reassessment of Germany and the EU’s China
strategies. Mr. Konig also reflected on the EU’s position in the
US-China-EU ftrilateral dynamic in light of ongoing geopolitical and
economic tensions.

Expert Voices Initiative

The full recording of the interview will be released shortly, stay

Global Trade in Tensions Series: Germany with Thomas Kénig
tuned. ; sermany g

---ICAS Commentary---

Trading War For Golf

Rian Knighton
June 24, 2025

In late May this year, Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh and
son of U.S. President Eric Trump met and brokered a deal for three
eighteen hole golf courses just outside of Hanoi. Eric Trump also
floated the idea of building an illustrious skyscraper in a follow up
meeting in Ho Chi Minh City, promising to visit the country often.
Despite Vietnam's unique property laws, the Vietnamese government
and local authorities moved to fast-track the approval for the project with real estate firm Kinhbac City.
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https://www.aei.org/events/trump-tariffs-and-the-economic-outlook/
http://www.uschina.org/events/gala-2025/
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As the July 8th tariff implementation deadline approaches, the Trump administration has made demands of
Vietnam such as decoupling from Chinese tech and reducing the amount of goods reportedly being shipped from
China to Vietnam and then exported as ‘Made in Vietnam'’ to avoid being slapped with tariffs. Negotiations have
been described as “tough” by Vietnamese constituents concerned over the demands. It's clear why Vietnam might
make exceptions to their rules for the Trump family enterprises — government officials want a better trade deal than
the one they're facing...

Continue Readin

---MAP Tracking Ocean Governance Series---
Charting the Blue Future: Reflections on the 2025 UN Ocean Conference in France

Nong Hong
June 24, 2025

Held from June 9 to 13, 2025, in Nice, France, the Third United Nations Ocean Conference (UNOC3) convened at a
critical juncture for global ocean governance. Facing mounting pressure from climate change, rampant overfishing,
accelerating biodiversity loss, and the emerging challenges of deep-sea mining, the conference brought together
world leaders, scientists, civil society, and the private sector. Under the unifying theme of “Accelerating action and
mobilizing all actors to conserve and sustainably use the

ocean,” and jointly hosted by France and Costa Rica, this W
pivotal event sought to renew political momentum for fully
implementing Sustainable Development Goal 14 (Life
Below Water) and accelerate the ratification and
enforcement of newly adopted international frameworks.
The urgency was palpable, especially as the 2024
Sustainable Development Goals Report revealed that only
16% of the SDG targets are on track for achievement by
2030—while SDG 14 is among the goals showing the least
progress...

onti .

---MAP Commentary---

Russia's Arctic Bet: Can Asia Deliver on NSR Ambitions?

Nong Hong
June 19, 2025

Russia’s ambitions to expand the global utilization of the
Northern Sea Route (NSR) have re-emerged in global
discourse with Rosatom forecasting a 50% rise of foreign
vessel traffic through its Arctic corridor. The announcement,
made despite ongoing Western sanctions and regional
instability caused by the war in Ukraine, reflects Moscow'’s
strategic bid to recast the Arctic as a new maritime frontier
dominated by Russian infrastructure and legal control. With
climate change gradually opening northern waters and
China, India, and other Asian powers

eyeing polar routes for faster Asia-Europe trade, the NSR
seems poised for a new era. Yet, critical questions remain:
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Can Russia truly turn the NSR into a viable global shipping lane? And if so, at what cost? While the NSR offers
potential savings in distance and fuel, its operational, political, legal, and environmental challenges are far from
being addressed. Russia’s unilateralist strategy risks turning this strategic corridor into a geopolitical fault line rather
than a connective artery...

Continue Reading

---TnT Commentary---
Trump’s London “Deal” is just another Curtain Drop

Yilun Zhang
June 18, 2025

President Trump took to Truth Social with typical bravado after the latest U.S.—China trade talks in London: “OUR
DEAL WITH CHINA IS DONE... THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION TO THIS MATTER!" If that sounded like a curtain
call, it was only fitting for a presidency that prefers applause lines to substantive policy.

characteristically cautious, said nothing of the sort. The
official Chinese readout described the outcome as a
“framework consensus in principle” and called for
continued institutional dialogue. Not exactly the
language of finality.

This divergence in tone isn't new—but it is telling.
Beijing framed the London round as a procedural
beginning, a way to stabilize a dangerously shaky
relationship. Washington, on the other hand, offered no
official statement beyond Trump’s Truth Social feed,
suggesting—once again—that it sees engagement with
China not as a process, but as a publicity stunt...

But while Trump may have declared “deal done,” Beijing, V 1
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---ICAS In the News---

On Thursday, June 26, 2025, Senior Fellow Sourabh Gupta was guoted by the South China Morning Post on the
fragile U.S.-China trade truce and the broader geopolitical landscape following high-level talks in London.

- “The blow-up in the Middle East will not materially add to the already aggravated state of US-China ties. It will be
limited to loud rhetoric.”

- “In Geneva, they put together the train, which left the station. Before it became a train wreck, they managed to put
the train back on the rails.”

- “It's a fresh start, but expectations should remain modest. The pause offers room to reset, not resolve, the
broader tensions.”

- “They'll try to have good relationships with Trump so they can be sure he doesn’t go off his rocker on Taiwan. He
can go off his rocker on market access.”

On Monday, June 23, 2025, Senior Fellow Sourabh Gupta was quoted extensively by the South China Morning Post
in an article on the U.S.-China trade relations during President Trump'’s second term and the implications of the
recent trade truce reached in London.

- “The London framework marked a notable easing of tensions, reflecting mutual interest in reaching a deal.”

- “Trump views China as the centerpiece of his broader trade agenda—no other market matches its scale..”

- “Given his tendency to prioritize urgent domestic issues, sustained diplomatic engagement may prove difficult.
The outcome of trade talks will largely shape the direction of overall bilateral relations.”

- “Beijing should consider the upcoming APEC summit as a key opportunity to move the trade agenda forward.”

On Sunday, June 22, 2025, Senior Fellow Sourabh Gupta was guoted by China Daily News in coverage of the U.S.
airstrikes on three Iranian nuclear facilities and their geopolitical consequences.

“Trump is likely aiming for a quick ‘win’ with minimal military effort, hoping to showcase strength without
prolonged involvement. "

- “The strikes will almost certainly exacerbate regional instability and roil oil and gas markets, with ripple effects
across the global economy.”

- “Such military action risks widening the conflict and could further strain U.S. relations with Iran, the Islamic world,
and key global powers.”

4 b ' ) ifions at wune.dhingus-igas.org/icos bulletin/ AR
View past editions and subscribe to receive future editions at 5 ) I A

{Online ISSN 2836-3418, Print [S5N 2836-340X]
Institute for China-America Studies


https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3315924/pause-refreshes-whats-ahead-us-china-tariffs-and-trade-talks
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3315492/can-china-build-eased-trade-tensions-us-amid-trumps-many-distractions
https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202506/22/WS68575d0ba310a04af22c7ac3.html

ICAS Bulletin (July 02, 2025) - 11

On Monday, June 16, 2025, Senior Fellow Sourabh Gupta was interviewed by CGTN to discuss the China-Central
Asia Summit and broader geopolitical dynamics in the region.

- “Iran’s proximity to Central Asia raises concerns about regional spillover from the Iran-Israel conflict. While the
situation remains volatile, there’s cautious optimism that diplomacy will prevent further escalation..”

- “China’s ties with Central Asia are built on strategic partnerships, settled borders, and growing economic
cooperation. Kazakhstan, in particular, is emerging as a key partner in green mineral processing and value-added
industries.”

- “Chinais also advancing security cooperation in the region—particularly in law enforcement and
cybersecurity—through mechanisms like the China-Central Asia Summit and the SCO. These efforts reflect a
deepening presence, especially as U.S. engagement in the region remains minimal.”
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