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What’s Going On? 
 

Sign of China-U.S. Thaw Emerges as 
TikTok Deal Strides on 

 

 
President Donald Trump holds a signed executive order allowing a U.S. 
deal for TikTok, September 25, 2025, in the Oval Office. (Official White 

House Photo by Joyce N. Boghosian) 
 
- U.S. President Donald Trump said on September 19 
that he expects to meet Chinese President Xi Jinping on 
the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) Leaders' Meeting in Gyeongju, South Korea, 
from October 31 to November 1. 
- Prior to the announcement on the TikTok deal, the 
White House Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt on 
September 20 said that out of the seven seats on the 
board of the new entity, six would be held by American 
citizens.  
- On September 23, Chinese Premier Li Qiang called for 
partnership with American business leaders at the UN 
General Assembly. 
- On September 25, Trump signed an Executive Order 
that approved a deal to keep TikTok operating in the 
United States by creating a ‘TikTok US Data Security 
Joint Venture’ to be valued at $14 billion, and provides 
120 days to finalize the arrangement.  

Trump to Raise Bar for International 
Talents Working in the U.S. 

 

 
(Getty Image Royalty Free) 

 
- Trump announced on September 17 a new $100,000 
fee for H-1B visa applications as part of an effort to 
curb legal immigration and prioritize U.S.-born workers, 
a move that officials say targets tech companies but 
faces questions over implementation and legality. 
- The White House clarified on the day after that 
Trump’s new $100,000 H-1B visa fee will only apply to 
new applicants outside the U.S. and not to current visa 
holders, despite widespread confusion following the 
announcement. 
- U.S. Senators Chuck Grassley (R-IO) and Dick Durbin 
(D-IL) reintroduced a bipartisan bill to reform the H-1B 
and L-1 visa programs, proposing higher wage and 
hiring standards, stricter eligibility, and required public 
job postings to curb alleged employer abuses following 
the Trump administration’s new $100,000 H-1B fee. 
- On October 1, China’s K visa, which was announced in 
August, took effect. It allows young foreign Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) 
graduates to work in China or live there without a job 
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- According to Trump, a group of investors, including 
private-equity firm Silver Lake, Oracle’s Larry Ellison, 
media moguls Rupert and Lachlan Murdoch, and the 
CEO of computer maker Michael Dell are expected to 
control around 50% of the stake, and 30% would be held 
by existing shareholders of ByteDance. ByteDance, the 
owner of TikTok U.S., would control “less than 20% of 
the entity” but collect over 50% of the profits from the 
platform’s operations. 
- According to the White House, TikTok’s new entity 
would lease a copy of the algorithm from Chinese 
owner ByteDance, provide oversight and security, and 
retain control over all U.S. user data. 
- On September 26, China’s Foreign Ministry 
Spokesperson Guo Jiakun responded to Trump‘s 
announcement on TikTok, saying that China respects 
the company’s wishes. He urged the U.S. to “provide an 
open, fair and non-discriminatory business environment 
for Chinese enterprises to invest in the United States.” 
- On September 28, Vice President JD Vance asserted 
that the arrangement had “successfully separated this 
company from TikTok global,” adding that it would 
ensure that the “algorithm is not being used as a 
propaganda tool by a foreign government.” 
 
 
Associated News Sources: 
“JD Vance ‘Confident’ the U.S. Has ‘Successfully 
Separated’ TikTok from China Parent Company 
ByteDance,” CNBC, September 28 
"ByteDance to Get About 50% of TikTok US Profit Under 
Trump Deal,", Bloomberg, September 26 
"China Reacts to Trump’s $14B TikTok Takeover," 
Newsweek, September 26 
“US-China Thaw Gains Momentum With TikTok Deal, 
Diplomatic Push,” Bloomberg, September 25 
“TikTok’s Algorithm to be Licensed to US Joint Venture Led 
by Oracle and Silver Lake,” Associated Press, September 23 
"Trump to Meet Xi in South Korea, Visit to China to follow," 
The Hill, September 19 

offer, marking Beijing’s latest move to attract global 
tech talent amid rising U.S.–China visa and trade 
tensions. 
- The new H-1B visa fee disproportionately impacts 
India as Indian nationals account for 71% of approved 
H-1B visa holders in 2024. The policy threatens to curb 
the flow of Indian tech talent long vital to U.S. 
innovation and education, which could further strain 
U.S.–India relations by undermining economic, 
educational, and immigration ties. 
 
Associated News Sources: 
“H-1B visa shake-up crushes the American dream for 
Indian students,” NBC News, October 2 
“China's New K Visa Beckons Foreign Tech Talent as US 
Hikes H-1B Fee,” Reuters, September 29 
“US Senators Reintroduce Bill To Reform H-1B, L-1 Visa 
Rules as Trump Fee Fuels Scrutiny,” Reuters, September 29 
"White House Tries To Tamp Down Corporate Panic for 
High-Skill Visa Holders after Last-Minute Overhaul," Politico, 
September 20 
"Trump To Announce $100k Fee for H-1B Specialty Visas," 
Politico, September 19 
 

 

https://www.cnbc.com/2025/09/28/jd-vance-trump-tiktok-china-bytedance.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/09/28/jd-vance-trump-tiktok-china-bytedance.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/09/28/jd-vance-trump-tiktok-china-bytedance.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-09-26/bytedance-to-get-about-50-of-tiktok-us-profit-under-trump-deal
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-09-26/bytedance-to-get-about-50-of-tiktok-us-profit-under-trump-deal
https://www.newsweek.com/china-reacts-trump-14-billion-tiktok-takeover-10789578
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-09-25/china-premier-li-meeting-blackrock-citadel-leaders-in-new-york
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-09-25/china-premier-li-meeting-blackrock-citadel-leaders-in-new-york
https://apnews.com/article/trump-tiktok-china-d5d8a1d56b5185778536874d7fc1ee62
https://apnews.com/article/trump-tiktok-china-d5d8a1d56b5185778536874d7fc1ee62
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/5512388-xi-trump-in-person-talks/
https://www.nbcnews.com/world/asia/h1-b-visa-fee-crushes-american-dream-indian-students-rcna234640
https://www.nbcnews.com/world/asia/h1-b-visa-fee-crushes-american-dream-indian-students-rcna234640
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/sustainable-finance-reporting/chinas-new-k-visa-beckons-foreign-tech-talent-us-hikes-h-1b-fee-2025-09-29/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/sustainable-finance-reporting/chinas-new-k-visa-beckons-foreign-tech-talent-us-hikes-h-1b-fee-2025-09-29/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/government/us-senators-reintroduce-bill-reform-h-1b-l-1-visa-rules-trump-fee-fuels-scrutiny-2025-09-29/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/government/us-senators-reintroduce-bill-reform-h-1b-l-1-visa-rules-trump-fee-fuels-scrutiny-2025-09-29/
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/09/20/donald-trump-h1b-visas-overhaul-00574345
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/09/20/donald-trump-h1b-visas-overhaul-00574345
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/09/19/trump-to-announce-100k-fee-for-h-1b-specialty-visas-00573709?nid=0000014f-1646-d88f-a1cf-5f46b7bd0000&nname=playbook&nrid=79bce428-8a9e-4f79-b61b-2c4f1dc8ccb2
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U.S.-China Soybean Trade At Historic 
Low, Talks at Impasse 

 

 
(United Soybean Board, Flickr) 

 
- As of September 28, China still has not purchased any 
U.S. soybeans since May, and has been pivoting 
towards South American suppliers such as Brazil and 
Argentina.  
- After Argentina temporarily suspended its soybean 
export tax on September 22, China bought at least 10 
cargoships of Argentine soybean weighing 65,000 tons 
for November shipment on the day after, a move that 
further sidelined U.S. farmers from their top export 
market. 
- On September 23,  Trump said he plans on a $20 
billion U.S. financial rescue package for Argentina to 
support President Javier Milei’s market-liberal reforms 
and stabilize the peso. 
- A leaked text exchange on the same day revealed that 
U.S. Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins warned 
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent that China’s rapid 
purchase of Argentine soybeans, enabled by 
Washington’s planned bailout for Buenos Aires, was 
“highly unfortunate” because it would further depress 
U.S. soy prices and strengthen Beijing’s leverage. 
- The American Soybean Association on September 24 
condemned the Trump administration’s plan to bail out 
Argentina after the country waived export taxes and 
sold 20 shiploads of soybeans to China, warning that 
the move deepens U.S. farmers’ losses amid collapsing 
prices and ongoing Chinese tariffs while urging the 
administration to secure an immediate soybean trade 
deal with China. 
- China’s Commerce Ministry on September 24 urged 
the U.S. to lift the “unreasonable tariffs” to create 
conditions for expanding bilateral trade, saying 
progress on soybean purchases depends on 
Washington’s actions as trade talks remain stalled and 
Chinese buyers continue sourcing from South America. 

Competing Agendas in Multilateral 
Diplomacy 

 

 
China's Premier Li Qiang addresses the United Nations General Assembly at 

UN headquarters in New York City on September 26, 2025. (Photo by 
ANGELA WEISS/AFP via Getty Images) 

 
- Warning of rising tensions, Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov told the UN General Assembly on 
September 27 that any Western aggression would 
trigger a “decisive response,” condemning NATO 
airspace violations and U.S. military actions near 
Venezuela while signaling Moscow’s willingness to 
maintain dialogue with Washington. 
- The U.S. rejected proposals for international AI 
oversight at the UN, stressing national sovereignty over 
global regulation. China and others backed the UN’s 
new Global Dialogue on AI Governance to coordinate 
global cooperation. 
- UN sanctions on Iran will be reinstated after a 
Russia-China bid to delay them failed. The E3 said 
Tehran ignored nuclear concerns, while Iran accused 
the U.S. and Europe of betraying diplomacy. The 
renewed sanctions restore bans on arms sales, 
uranium enrichment, and missile activity. 
- At the U.N. General Assembly on September 26, 
Chinese Premier Li Qiang sought to position Beijing as 
a defender of global order and multilateralism, 
contrasting China’s openness with what he called rising 
U.S. unilateralism under Trump. Li emphasized China’s 
role in peace efforts and climate action while calling on 
developing nations to “oppose bullying and hegemony.” 
- Trump praised Brazil’s President Lula despite tariff 
tensions and announced a $20 billion U.S. swap line to 
stabilize Argentina’s peso, a move seen as strategically 
tied to cooperation on minerals, technology, and 
potential export controls on Chinese-linked sectors. 
Canada and Mexico also agreed to deepen trade ties 
ahead of the USMCA review. 
- China set its first absolute emissions-cut target at 
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- Republican senators announced on September 30 
after a briefing with U.S. Ambassador to China David 
Perdue that Beijing does not plan to resume purchases 
of American farm goods anytime soon as exports dry 
up, aid remains uncertain, and frustration grows among 
Trump’s rural supporters ahead of the 2026 midterm 
elections. 
- Trump posted on Truth social on October 1, saying 
that he would confront President Xi at the upcoming 
APEC summit over China’s refusal to buy U.S. soybeans 
out of “negotiating reasons only”. 
- On October 5, Trump is preparing a major aid package 
for U.S. soybean farmers hurt by China’s ongoing 
boycott of American soybeans using tariff revenue to 
support farmers, while Washington is still seeking a 
trade deal with Beijing. 
- U.S. soybean farmers who are unable to sell to China 
due to ongoing tariffs, are scrambling to find alternative 
buyers in smaller markets like Nigeria, Vietnam, and 
Bangladesh, but these efforts have failed to replace lost 
Chinese demand, leaving farmers facing steep losses, 
low prices, and worsening economic pain across rural 
America. 
 
Associated News Sources: 
“US Soybean Farmers, Deserted by Big Buyer China, 
Scramble for Other Importers,” Reuters, October 3 
“Trump Plans Aid Package for US Soybean Farmers While 
Seeking Trade Deal with China,” Associated Press, October 
5 
“Trump Vows to Confront China Over Refusal to Buy US 
‘Soybeans,” Bloomberg, October 1 
“Trump Says China's Xi Using Soy as Negotiation Tactic 
Ahead of Talks,” Reuters, October 1 
“US Lawmakers Give Up on China Resuming Crop 
Purchases for Now,” Bloomberg, September 30 
“Candid Photo of Scott Bessent’s Phone Reveals 
Administration’s Concern about Two Key Trump Policies,” 
CNN, September 30 
“China Weaponizes Ag Imports To Target Trump and US 
Farmers,” Politico, September 28 
“China Signals That Purchases of US Soybeans Hinge on 
Tariff Removal,” Reuters, September 25 
“ASA Responds to Argentina Soybean Actions,” American 
Soybean Association, September 24 
“US Ready To Support Argentina with $20 Billion Swap 
Line, Bessent Says,” Reuters, September 24 
“Exclusive: China Buys Argentine Soybeans after Tax Drop, 
Leaving US Farmers Sidelined,” Reuters, September 23 

7–10% below peak by 2035 and pledged to multiply 
wind and solar capacity, with Xi urging stronger climate 
action, implicitly criticizing U.S. retreat from the Paris 
Agreement. Despite new pledges from the EU, 
Australia, and others, the world remains off track for 
the 1.5°C goal ahead of COP30 in November 2025. 
 
Associated News Sources: 
“Russia tells West: any aggression will be met with 
'decisive response',” Reuters, September 28 
“U.S. rejects international AI oversight at U.N. General 
Assembly,” NBC News, September 27 
“UN sanctions on Iran loom after vote to delay fails,” 
Reuters, September 27 
“China’s Premier Seeks to Cast Beijing as Defender of 
International Order,” The New York Times, September 26 
“UNGA Deals Latin America Some Surprises,” Foreign 
Policy, September 26 
“China leads nations with new climate plans, defying US 
climate denial,” Reuters, September 25 

 

https://www.reuters.com/world/china/us-soybean-farmers-deserted-by-big-buyer-china-scramble-other-importers-2025-10-03/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/us-soybean-farmers-deserted-by-big-buyer-china-scramble-other-importers-2025-10-03/
https://apnews.com/article/trump-china-soybean-farmers-trade-war-aid-1a848735ba89c2673d44489eea5a0e35
https://apnews.com/article/trump-china-soybean-farmers-trade-war-aid-1a848735ba89c2673d44489eea5a0e35
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-10-01/trump-to-press-xi-on-china-soybean-buys-as-us-farmers-hurt
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-10-01/trump-to-press-xi-on-china-soybean-buys-as-us-farmers-hurt
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trump-xi-meet-four-weeks-us-president-says-2025-10-01/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trump-xi-meet-four-weeks-us-president-says-2025-10-01/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-09-30/us-lawmakers-give-up-on-china-resuming-crop-purchases-for-now
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-09-30/us-lawmakers-give-up-on-china-resuming-crop-purchases-for-now
https://www.cnn.com/2025/09/30/economy/bessent-argentina-china
https://www.cnn.com/2025/09/30/economy/bessent-argentina-china
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/09/28/soybeans-sacrificed-in-trumps-china-gamble-00583232?utm_content=politico/magazine/Politics&utm_source=flipboard
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/09/28/soybeans-sacrificed-in-trumps-china-gamble-00583232?utm_content=politico/magazine/Politics&utm_source=flipboard
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-signals-that-purchases-us-soybeans-hinge-tariff-removal-2025-09-25/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-signals-that-purchases-us-soybeans-hinge-tariff-removal-2025-09-25/
https://soygrowers.com/news-releases/asa-responds-to-argentina-soybean-actions/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/us-ready-support-argentina-needed-bessent-says-2025-09-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/us-ready-support-argentina-needed-bessent-says-2025-09-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/chinese-buyers-book-least-10-argentine-soybean-cargoes-sources-say-2025-09-23/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/chinese-buyers-book-least-10-argentine-soybean-cargoes-sources-say-2025-09-23/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-warns-nato-eu-any-aggression-will-be-met-with-decisive-response-2025-09-27/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-warns-nato-eu-any-aggression-will-be-met-with-decisive-response-2025-09-27/
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/tech-news/us-rejects-international-ai-oversight-un-general-assembly-rcna233478
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/tech-news/us-rejects-international-ai-oversight-un-general-assembly-rcna233478
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/netanyahu-calls-un-prevent-irans-nuclear-resurgence-2025-09-26/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/26/world/asia/china-un-trump.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/26/world/asia/china-un-trump.html
https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/09/26/unga-latin-america-brazil-us-milei-bailout/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/cop/un-chief-tells-countries-new-climate-targets-must-go-futher-faster-2025-09-24/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/cop/un-chief-tells-countries-new-climate-targets-must-go-futher-faster-2025-09-24/
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Military Tensions and Strategic 
Maneuvers on the Rise Globally 

 
Russia's President Vladimir Putin holds an operational meeting via 

videoconference with permanent members of the Russian Security Council in 
Moscow on October 1, 2025. (Photo by ALEKSEY BABUSHKIN/POOL/AFP 

via Getty Images) 
 
- On October 6, the Kremlin welcomed Trump’s support 
for extending the New START nuclear treaty, raising 
hopes of preserving the last major U.S.–Russia arms 
pact before its February 2026 expiration. President 
Putin, who first proposed the extension in September, 
called it vital for stability and suggested future talks 
could include China, though Beijing has declined. 
- On October 3, the Philippines welcomed a U.S. Senate 
resolution reaffirming the Mutual Defense Treaty and 
condemning China’s aggression in the South China Sea. 
The measure urges Trump to take necessary actions to 
support Manila amid rising maritime confrontations, 
underscoring Washington’s continued security 
commitment to its regional ally. 
- Amid ongoing reports of Sino-Russian cooperation, 
Ukraine’s intelligence agency alleged on October 4 that 
China was sharing satellite data to aid Russian missile 
strikes in Ukraine, including at sites with foreign 
investment. 
- On September 29, Trump said the U.S. is “trying” to 
retake Afghanistan's Bagram Air Base, but analysts 
warned the Taliban and China would prevent any U.S. 
return given Beijing’s deepening influence and mining 
interests in the country. 
- On September 29, the Pentagon urged U.S. defense 
contractors to significantly increase missile production, 
focusing on 12 key systems to address stockpiles and 
improve readiness for a potential conflict with China. 
 
Associated News Sources: 
“Kremlin welcomes Trump's comments to extend nuclear 
arms pact,” ABC News, October 6 
“US Senators Reaffirm Defense Treaty in Warning to 

- In Other News - 
 

 
(Sheng Hu, Unsplash) 

 
 
 
“IEA Trims Renewables Outlook as US Policy Shifts And 
China Auction Reforms Weigh,” Reuters, October 7 
“World Bank Raises China Growth Forecast To 4.8% 
Despite U.S. Trade Tensions,” CNBC, October 7 
“Mercedes-Benz Third Quarter Sales Drop, Dragged By 
China and US,” Reuters, October 7 
“China Plays to Trump’s Soft Spot for Offering 
Investments in the US,” Bloomberg, October 6 
“US FCC To Vote To Tighten Restrictions on Chinese 
Telecom Equipment,” Reuters, October 6 
“Exclusive: China’s Banks Lend To Saudi Gas Project While 
Its Funds Sit out of Blackrock-Led Deal, Sources Say,” 
Reuters, October 2 
“Taiwan rejects U.S. proposal for ’50-50′ chip production, 
says trade talks focused on tariffs,” CNBC, October 2 
“China Opens World's Highest Bridge, Breaking Its Own 
Record,” NBC News, September 29 
“Under Trump, US cedes its share of China's beef market 
to Australia,” Reuters, September 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/kremlin-welcomes-trumps-comments-putins-offer-extend-new-126253222
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/kremlin-welcomes-trumps-comments-putins-offer-extend-new-126253222
https://www.newsweek.com/us-senators-reaffirm-defense-treaty-in-warning-to-china-10831808
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/iea-trims-renewables-outlook-us-policy-shifts-china-auction-reforms-weigh-2025-10-07/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/iea-trims-renewables-outlook-us-policy-shifts-china-auction-reforms-weigh-2025-10-07/
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/10/07/world-bank-raises-china-growth-forecast-trade-tensions.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/10/07/world-bank-raises-china-growth-forecast-trade-tensions.html
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/mercedes-benz-third-quarter-sales-drop-dragged-by-china-us-2025-10-07/
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/mercedes-benz-third-quarter-sales-drop-dragged-by-china-us-2025-10-07/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/newsletters/2025-10-06/trade-war-latest-xxxxxxx
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/newsletters/2025-10-06/trade-war-latest-xxxxxxx
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/us-fcc-vote-tighten-restrictions-chinese-equipment-2025-10-06/
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/us-fcc-vote-tighten-restrictions-chinese-equipment-2025-10-06/
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/chinas-banks-lend-saudi-gas-project-while-its-funds-sit-out-blackrock-led-deal-2025-10-02/
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/chinas-banks-lend-saudi-gas-project-while-its-funds-sit-out-blackrock-led-deal-2025-10-02/
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/10/02/taiwan-us-chip-production-tsmc-trade-tariffs.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/10/02/taiwan-us-chip-production-tsmc-trade-tariffs.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/world/asia/china-opens-worlds-highest-bridge-guizhou-rcna234361
https://www.nbcnews.com/world/asia/china-opens-worlds-highest-bridge-guizhou-rcna234361
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/under-trump-us-cedes-its-share-chinas-beef-market-australia-2025-09-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/under-trump-us-cedes-its-share-chinas-beef-market-australia-2025-09-29/
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China,” Newsweek, October 6 
“China provides intelligence to Russia on Ukraine targets, 
Ukrainian intelligence says,” Reuters, October 5 
“China won't let Trump take Bagram Air Base back from 
the Taliban without a fight, expert warns,” Fox News, 
September 29 
“Pentagon urges missile makers to double output for 
potential China conflict, WSJ reports,” Reuters, September 
29 

 
What Are We Reading? 
 
●​ CSIS: “Experts React: U.S.-China Relations Heading into a Likely Summit” by Thomas J. Christensen, Jeannette 

Chu, Brian Hart, Scott Kennedy, Henrietta Levin, and Ilaria Mazzocco (October 6) 
●​ Toda Peace Institute: “Can the US Compete with China Without Becoming Like It?” by Ramesh Jaura (October 

6) 
●​ Foreign Affairs: “The U.S.-China Crisis Waiting to Happen: Beijing’s Reluctance to Engage With the U.S. Military 

Has Never Been More Dangerous” by Kurt M. Campbell (October 6) 
●​ Hudson Institute: “From Sweet to Sour: China’s Trade Deals Are Losing Their Luster” by Mike Watson (October 

4) 
●​ Atlantic Council: “What Kissinger would do about Putin and Ukraine” by Robert Hormats (October 3) 
●​ Hudson Institute: “How to Counter BRICS and Preserve Global Dollar Dominance” by Zineb Riboua (October 3) 
●​ Hudson Institute: “Parsing China’s Military Parade” by Garrett Exner (October 3) 
●​ CSIS: “Assessing China’s New Climate Commitments” by Ilaria Mazzocco and Deborah Seligsohn (October 2) 
●​ Chatham House: "Europe and Taiwan should cooperate to navigate an uncertain world" by Ben Bland (October 

1) 
●​ CSIS: "CRINK Security Ties: Growing Cooperation, Anchored by China and Russia" by Bonny Lin, Brian Hart, 

Leon Li, Hugh Grant-Chapman, Truly Tinsley, and Feifei Hung (September 30) 
●​ Council on Foreign Relations: “China in the Indo-Pacific: August 2025” by Abi McGowan and Annabel Richter 

(September 30) 
●​ PBS News: “Here’s why experts think Trump took ‘a sledgehammer’ to the H-1B visa worker program” Hannah 

Grabenstein (September 30) 
●​ The New York Times: “High-Skilled Visas Have Problems. Trump’s $100,000 Fee Won’t Fix Them.” by Lydia 

DePillis (September 29) 
●​ Hudson Institute: "China and the Postwar Order: The Futility of Coexistence" by Miles Yu (September 29) 
●​ Hudson Institute: "How US Should Respond after China Rejects Trump Nuclear Talks, Shows Off New Weapons 

at Parade" by Rebeccah L. Heinrichs (September 26) 
●​ Council on Foreign Relations: "Reflections on the Eightieth UN General Assembly" by Michael Froman 

(September 26) 
●​ NPR: “Trump's TikTok deal payment criticized as 'shakedown scheme' by experts” by Bobby Allyn and David 

Folkenflik (September 26) 
●​ Council on Foreign Relations: “Trump’s UN Speech Cannot Steer the Global Climate Effort” by Alice C. Hill 

(September 25) 
●​ Chatham House: "Will economic policy win China friends in the Global South?" by David Lubin (September 25) 
●​ Chatham House: "A new international order is forming. Will China make it ‘green’?" by Anna Åberg and Chris 

Aylett (September 25) 
 

 

https://www.newsweek.com/us-senators-reaffirm-defense-treaty-in-warning-to-china-10831808
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-provides-intelligence-russia-ukraine-targets-ukrainian-intelligence-says-2025-10-04/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-provides-intelligence-russia-ukraine-targets-ukrainian-intelligence-says-2025-10-04/
https://www.foxnews.com/world/china-wont-let-trump-take-bagram-air-base-back-from-taliban-without-fight-expert-warns
https://www.foxnews.com/world/china-wont-let-trump-take-bagram-air-base-back-from-taliban-without-fight-expert-warns
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/pentagon-urges-missile-makers-double-output-potential-china-conflict-wsj-reports-2025-09-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/pentagon-urges-missile-makers-double-output-potential-china-conflict-wsj-reports-2025-09-29/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/experts-react-us-china-relations-heading-likely-summit
https://toda.org/global-outlook/2025/can-the-us-compete-with-china-without-becoming-like-it.html
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/us-china-crisis-waiting-happen
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/us-china-crisis-waiting-happen
https://www.hudson.org/trade/sweet-sour-chinas-trade-deals-are-losing-their-luster-mike-watson
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/what-kissinger-would-do-about-putin-and-ukraine/
https://www.hudson.org/foreign-policy/how-counter-brics-preserve-global-dollar-dominance-zineb-riboua
https://www.hudson.org/parsing-chinas-military-parade-garret-exner
https://www.csis.org/analysis/assessing-chinas-new-climate-commitments
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2025/10/europe-and-taiwan-should-cooperate-navigate-uncertain-world
https://www.csis.org/analysis/crink-security-ties-growing-cooperation-anchored-china-and-russia
https://www.cfr.org/article/china-indo-pacific-august-2025
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/economy/trumps-proposed-changes-to-the-h-1b-visa-program-explained
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/29/business/economy/h1b-visas-problems.html
https://www.hudson.org/foreign-policy/china-postwar-order-futility-coexistence-miles-yu
https://www.hudson.org/national-security-defense/how-us-should-respond-after-china-rejects-trump-nuclear-talks-shows-new-rebeccah-heinrichs
https://www.hudson.org/national-security-defense/how-us-should-respond-after-china-rejects-trump-nuclear-talks-shows-new-rebeccah-heinrichs
https://www.cfr.org/article/reflections-eightieth-un-general-assembly
https://www.npr.org/2025/09/26/g-s1-90598/tiktok-deal-trump-oracle
https://www.cfr.org/expert-brief/trumps-un-speech-cannot-steer-global-climate-effort
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2025/09/will-economic-policy-win-china-friends-global-south
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2025/09/new-international-order-forming-will-china-make-it-green
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What’s Happening Around Town? 
 

- Past Events - 
 

●​ Are U.S.-China Relations at the End of the Line? 
Winston Lord's China Odyssey​
October 7 by Asia Society  

●​ Between Peace and War: Exploring China’s Gray 
Zone Strategy Toward Taiwan​
October 6 by Stimson Center 

●​ Big Deal, Small Deal, or No Deal? Possible 
Outcomes of a Trump-Xi Summit​
October 6 by CSIS 

●​ [In Chinese] 725 Salon: How Can We Discover 
Certainty in Times of Uncertainty?​
October 2 by Asia Society 

●​ Reimagining Global Order: Perspectives from 
Professor Amitav Acharya and Dr. Trita Parsi 
October 1 by Stimson Center 

●​ The Politics of Purges: How Hu Yaobang’s Story 
Explains China’s Power Struggles​
September 30 by Hudson Institute 

●​ U.S.-China Trade Deal | The Capital Cable #121​
September 26 by CSIS 

●​ New Research on Africa-China Engagements 
and their Impacts on Peace & Security: Part II​
September 26 by Georgetown University 
 

- Upcoming Events - 
 

●​ China's Economic Outlook: Challenges and 
Opportunities ​
October 8 by Peterson Institute for International 
Economics 

●​ Chinese Encounters with America: Journeys that 
Shaped the Future of China​
October 8 by the National Committee on U.S. 
China Relations 

●​ Institutional Genes: Origins of China's 
Institutions and Totalitarianism​
October 8 by Georgetown University 

●​ China’s domestic politics beyond water’s edge: 
BRI and China’s fragmented foreign policy (With 
Andrew Mertha)​
October 13 by USC US-China Institute  

●​ Politicizing Business: How Firms Are Made to 
Serve the Party-State in China​
October 15 by Georgetown University 
 

 

 

https://asiasociety.org/center-us-china-relations/events/are-us-china-relations-end-line-winston-lords-china-odyssey
https://asiasociety.org/center-us-china-relations/events/are-us-china-relations-end-line-winston-lords-china-odyssey
https://www.stimson.org/event/chinas-gray-zone-strategy-toward-taiwan/
https://www.stimson.org/event/chinas-gray-zone-strategy-toward-taiwan/
https://www.csis.org/events/big-deal-small-deal-or-no-deal-possible-outcomes-trump-xi-summit
https://www.csis.org/events/big-deal-small-deal-or-no-deal-possible-outcomes-trump-xi-summit
https://asiasociety.org/center-us-china-relations/events/chinese-725-salon-how-can-we-discover-certainty-times-uncertainty
https://asiasociety.org/center-us-china-relations/events/chinese-725-salon-how-can-we-discover-certainty-times-uncertainty
https://www.stimson.org/event/reimagining-global-order/
https://www.stimson.org/event/reimagining-global-order/
https://www.hudson.org/events/politics-purges-how-hu-yaobangs-story-explains-chinas-power-struggles
https://www.hudson.org/events/politics-purges-how-hu-yaobangs-story-explains-chinas-power-struggles
https://www.csis.org/events/us-china-trade-deal-capital-cable-121
https://uschinadialogue.georgetown.edu/events/new-research-on-africa-china-engagements-and-their-impacts-on-peace-security-part-ii
https://uschinadialogue.georgetown.edu/events/new-research-on-africa-china-engagements-and-their-impacts-on-peace-security-part-ii
https://www.piie.com/events/2025/chinas-economic-outlook-challenges-and-opportunities
https://www.piie.com/events/2025/chinas-economic-outlook-challenges-and-opportunities
https://www.ncuscr.org/event/chinese-encounters-with-america-journeys-that-shaped-the-future-of-china/
https://www.ncuscr.org/event/chinese-encounters-with-america-journeys-that-shaped-the-future-of-china/
https://uschinadialogue.georgetown.edu/events/institutional-genes-origins-of-china-s-institutions-and-totalitarianism
https://uschinadialogue.georgetown.edu/events/institutional-genes-origins-of-china-s-institutions-and-totalitarianism
https://china.usc.edu/event/chinas-domestic-politics-beyond-waters-edge-bri-and-chinas-fragmented-foreign-policy-andrew
https://china.usc.edu/event/chinas-domestic-politics-beyond-waters-edge-bri-and-chinas-fragmented-foreign-policy-andrew
https://china.usc.edu/event/chinas-domestic-politics-beyond-waters-edge-bri-and-chinas-fragmented-foreign-policy-andrew
https://uschinadialogue.georgetown.edu/events/politicizing-business-how-firms-are-made-to-serve-the-party-state-in-china
https://uschinadialogue.georgetown.edu/events/politicizing-business-how-firms-are-made-to-serve-the-party-state-in-china
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What ICAS Is Up To 
 
---ICAS 2025 Annual Conference Announcement--- 
 

Charting the Future: U.S.–China Relations in an Era of Global Realignment 
 
ICAS will hold its 2025 Annual Conference 
in-person at the Georgetown Marriott Hotel in 
Washington, D.C. on Thursday, October 30, 
2025! 
 
Featuring a keynote by Minister Qiu Wenxing 
(Embassy of the People's Republic of China in 
the United States), a luncheon speech by 
Ambassador David Balton (Harvard Kennedy 
School's Belfer Center Arctic Initiative), and 
two expert panels, this year's conference will 
assess the evolving U.S.–China relationship 
amid global realignment, shifting power 
dynamics, and the early months of the Second 
Trump Administration. Lunch will be provided 
to registered guests. 
 

Register & Learn More 
 

Explore & Share the Full Program​
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Subscribe To Stay Informed​ ​  ICAS Twitter​ ​ ​ ICAS LinkedIn 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://chinaus-icas.org/events-2/annual-conferences/2025-annual-conference/
https://chinaus-icas.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2025-Annual-Conference-Booklet-Online-Version-MOST-UPDATED.pdf?c
https://chinaus-icas.org/subscribe/
https://twitter.com/icasDC
https://www.linkedin.com/company/11103425/admin/
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---ICAS 2025 Academic Engagement--- 
 

China’s Arctic Relations: Strategic Competition & Pragmatic 
Cooperation 

October 16, 2025 
9:40am - 10:35 AM GMT 

 
ICAS is proud to present this breakout session at the 2025 Arctic 
Circle Assembly in Reykjavik, Iceland on October 16 at the Harpa 
Concert Hall and Conference Center in conjunction with the Beijing 
Club for International Dialogue to discuss China’s Arctic ambitions. 
 
Featured speakers will be Dr. Nong Hong, Executive Director and 
Senior Fellow at ICAS, Prof. Henry Lee of the Harvard Kennedy 
School’s Arctic Initiative, Dr. Rasmus Gjedssø Bertelsen of UiT The 
Arctic University of Norway, and Dr. Irina Strelnikova of HSE 
University. The breakout session will be moderated by Ms. Han Hua 
of Beijing Club for International Dialogue. 
 
 
 
 
 

Click Here for More Info  
 

 
---ICAS Virtual Event--- 

 
 

The 100k Visa Wall: How New H-1B Rules Could Reshape 
America's Talent Pipeline 

October 9, 2025 
11:00 AM - 12:20 PM EST 

 
On Thursday, October 9, ICAS x World Salon is proud to host an 
online discussion about the change in status quo of H-1B visas. 
This discussion will feature Mr. Sourabh Gupta as Moderator, and 
Dr. Denis Simon, Ms. Tahmina Watson, Dr. Yingyi Ma, and Dr. 
Giovanni Peri.  

Over the past several decades, the H-1B visa program has served as 
a key pathway for bringing highly skilled professionals into the U.S. 
workforce, particularly in technology, engineering, and research. It 
has enabled companies to fill critical gaps, support innovation, and 
strengthen global competitiveness. However, the program has also 
long been criticized for potential misuse, wage suppression, and 
lack of transparency. Comparisons between its benefits and risks 
have become even more salient in today’s tight labor markets and 
evolving geopolitical competition. 

Click Here to RSVP 

 

 

https://chinaus-icas.org/event/chinas-arctic-relations-strategic-competition-pragmatic-cooperation/
https://chinaus-icas.org/event/the-100k-visa-wall-how-new-h-1b-rules-could-reshape-americas-talent-pipeline/
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---MAP Commentary--- 
How State-Backed Investment Shapes the New Resource Diplomacy 

By Nong Hong 
October 7, 2025 

 
On October 6, Reuters reported that the Trump 
administration is considering converting a US$50 million 
Defense Production Act grant into an equity stake in Critical 
Metals Corp, the company developing Greenland’s 
Tanbreez rare earth project. Washington had previously 
supported the mine through defense grants and 
export–import loans. Now, it is exploring a direct 
government shareholding—potentially up to 8 
percent—marking a notable shift in how the United States 
approaches resource competition, from funding research 
to buying strategic leverage. 
 
 

Link to Full Post 
 

---MAP Commentary--- 
Can Multilateralism Survive Deep Seabed Mining Race? 

By Nong Hong 
September 26, 2025 

 
The deep seabed is becoming a new arena of great power 
competition. China has consolidated its role as the largest 
contractor in the International Seabed Authority, while the 
United States, under President Donald Trump, is moving toward 
unilateral licensing. These developments highlight the growing 
tension between national approaches and multilateral 
governance. 
 
 

Link to Full Post 
 
---ICAS In the News--- 
 

 
On Friday, September 26, 2025, Senior Fellow Sourabh Gupta was quoted by South China Morning Post on Chinese 
Premier Li Qiang's visit on sidelines of UNGA. 

-​ “Li Qiang is not that person who has that kind of name recognition to be able to do that in America.” 
-​ “The focus is more on reaching the necessary people who can help further that conversation with the Trump 

 

https://chinaus-icas.org/research/how-state-backed-investment-shapes-the-new-resource-diplomacy/
https://chinaus-icas.org/research/can-multilateralism-survive-deep-seabed-mining-race/
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/3326898/li-qiang-urges-us-business-leaders-help-ease-troubled-trade-relations
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administration.” 

-​ “They’re doing all the things that the business community would want them to do, to show that they’re doing from 
their side what they can to create good vibes.” 
 

On Tuesday, September 23, 2025, Senior Fellow Sourabh Gupta was interviewed by CGTN America’s The World 
Today on UN General Assembly. 
 

-​ “Has stressed the importance of developmentalism as a means for bringing countries together and be unified in 
one global destiny, which is linked to multilateralism and will also in the process advance prosperity and stability.” 

-​ “...China and particularly under President Xi have focused a great deal on development as a means of an inclusive 
system.” 
 

 

 

http://youtube.com/watch?v=RnZS2NSn6P0&themeRefresh=1
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